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NATO: Solana Visiting East Europe To Discuss 
Hapanxion 

AU 1404144396 Pans AFP in English 

0416 GMT 14 Apr % 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, Apm!l 14 (AFP) 
— NATO leader Javier Solana sets out Monday on 
an unprecedented “grand tour” of eastern Europe to 
discuss the alliance’s expansion plans and “dissipate 
musunderstandings , diplomats here said. 


The tour which takes in 12 countnes from the Baluc 
to the Balkans 1s Ue Most extensive ever made in the 
former communist bloc by a leader of the Atlantic 
alliance. Of his predecessors, the only one to visit 
eastern Europ< was Manfred Woerner who did so 
between 1990 and 1992 


From April 1S to May 3, the NATO secretary-general 
will visit the capitals of nearly all the central and eastern 
European countries formerly behind the Iron Curtain 
with the excepuion of Belarus and Moldova. 


He goes first to the Ukraiman capital Kiev, then on 
to Vilnius (Lithuania), Tallin (Estoma), Riga (Latvia), 
Warsaw (Poland), Budapest (Hungary), Prague (Czech 
Republic), Bratislava (Slovakia), Lyubljana (Slovenia), 
Tirana (Albania), Sofia (Bulgaria) and Bucharest (Ro- 
mama) 


In cach country, Solana is due to have talks with the 
heads of state and of government, the ministers of 
foreign alfairs and defence and members of parliament 


With them he will discuss the updating of mulitary 
cooperation within the framework of the Partnership for 
Peace linking . vuntnes of the defunct Warsaw Pact and 
NATO 


Diplomats said the tour would be “eminently politcal” 
in character. The hand is extended and the door 
open. The aim is to provide reassurance about our 
commitment to maintaining stability in the region,” onc 
said 


One month after his visit to Moscow which is opposed 
to NATO's expansion castward, Solana will be in Kiev 
Monday to discuss the “special 16 plus one relaiionship 
desired by the Ukrainians who are concerned about 
the strengthening of tes detveen Moscow and their 
neighbours in Belarus 


Ukraine wants to establish a “special relationship” with 
NATO but without formal membership of the alliance, 
a Ukrainian diplomat and security specialist said. 


In talks last week in Brussels, NATO and Ukraine 
agreed on a document to be signed later defining “a 
hroader relaiionship . the diplomat said 
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To try to jon NATO now would not be realistic for 
both internal and exterpai reasons, he said, acknow!)- 
cdging that for a large section of public opimion, NATO 
was sull “the old enemy . 


Neither would Russia look favourably on such a move 
by its next-door neighbour which has one of the Larges! 
armies in Europe with 420,000 men 


Ukraine whose population 1s divided between outw ard 
looking pro-westerners on its western flank and slavi 
nationalists in the cast has opted for a muiddic way 
without membership in any military alliance 


“Ukraine 1s a nerve centre in the new European secu- 
rity architecture. The consequences of a rupture with 
Moscow would incalculable. But alternatively, ufo 
joined a Moscow-led military alliance this would recte- 
ate the old blocs which we want to avoid, said the 
diplomat who is a specialist in security maticrs 


NATO is ready to grant special treatment to Ukrone 
and without imitaung Russia, one western diplomat in 
Brussels said 


Solana all also seck to “dissipate some musunderstand 
ings” parucularly on NATO's desire to welcome new 
members but for which no timetable has yet been set 
said the same diplomat who asked to stay anonymous 


While Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary have 
agreed to coordinate festructuraion of thew armed 
forces, “others are a long way off and do not have the 
means to do so, he said, citing the case of the Balik 


republics. 


For Solana the tour will provide an opportunity 
restate NATO's insistance on respect for the nyhts 
of minority groups. Romana particularly has a large 
Hunganan community which has a long complained 
discrimination 


Romania warned last Monday that there would he 
‘uncontrollable consequences if Hungary were allowed 
to join NATO before Romania 


In the Baltic states, Solana will seek to clanty NATONs 
position after Estonia's announcement last week that i 
had secured ‘security guaranices from the United States 
against any designs on its independence Py Russia 


NATO has never said it would stay arms folded i! the 
security of the Baltic states was threatened Bul its role 
is HOt to control the Russian border, diplomats said 


If promises were made, they concern the United 
States 





This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 




















2 INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


EU Finance Ministers Agree on Revived Monetary 
System 

LD1404093396 Rome RAI Radio Uno Network 

in Ktalian 0600 GMT 14 Apr 4% 


([FBIS Translated Text} [Announcer] The EU finance 
ministers’ mecting in Verona cnded with the adoption of 
the European Monctary System [EMS} mark IL. The new 
monctary system, which will have to establish norms for 
countnes joining the single European currency later, was 
approved by 12 of the 1S EU countnes, with Sweden 
and Finland expressing doubts and the UK rejecting ut 
Francesco Matieoli reports 


(Matteoh} Realism means admutting that there will be 
those left out, at least intually, from the Euro, the single 
currency. Verona has established that an cxchange rate 
agreement 1s necessary to Link, with a certain discipline, 
the Euro with those currencies outside the system. This 
will be an EMS mark II to be reviewed and adjusted. For 
the moment only Great Britain disagrees with this. The 
majonty of countnes believe this to he 4 commitment 
to abstain from competitive devaluations and to keep 
the single market working and open to everyone. The 
aim is also to link the two groups inside and outside the 
EMS and not to separate them. The president of the EU 
Commission, Jacques Santer, suggested in Verona that 
more work be done to strengthen convergence hetween 
budget policies and cconomw recovery programs which 
would have EU guarantees tor the markets and would 
he accompanied by obligatory adjustments should the 
agreed deficit aims be missed 


[Announcer] But what will Italy and the other EU 
countnes do up untl the Dubin summit in December, 
which will have to establish the modalities of the EMS 
mark 11? Americo Mancim reports 


[Mancini] The aim of the Verona summit was to try 
to find an agreement on the principle of Preathing 
life into a new European Monetary System and this 
is what has happened. Agreement on the need for a 
new EMS mark Il, as has already been defined. does 
not get md of the problems, such as the flung of the 
exchange tate hetween the currencies which will enter 
the single currency immediately and those which will 
remain outside for the time being. And trom now in 
Verona up unl the EU summut in Dubin in December 
when Ircland takes over the EU presidency from laly 
{as heard) this will be the problem to he resolved 
together with the pressure, manly from France and 
Germany, for ughter control over those countries fot 
respecting the Maastricht criteria. The summut will also 
tackle the powers to he given to the future European 
Central Bank, when « should intervene to suppor 
currencies under altack through speculation However 
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the Verona summut ruled out an attempt to have some 
sort of EU monnttonng of economic recovery programs 
of individual counties. Pome Minister Lamberto Dint 


| Begin Dim recording] For the moment the convergence 
programs afe sect out Dy the counties and are adopted 
and are taken to the EU for its approval. It has not been 
accepted that a country make a policy proposal and thal 
4 parhament cannot accept it before the EU Commission 
has accepted it. [end recording) 


{Mancim] Therefore, national sovercignty 1s not im 
dispute. At the end of the summit, there was further talk 
of the [Itahan] supplementary budget. Lamberto Dim 
repeated his position. If his government has to carry 
out, he will seck the consensus of parliament 


EU's Monti Wants To Avoid EMU Postponement 
“At All Costs’ 

AU1304153496 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 

im German 12-13 Apr ¥ p3 


[Report by wif: “Taxation Policy ls a Priority | 


IFBIS Translated Text] Brussels — The EU needs an 
overall taxation policy concept not only im order to 
complete the single market, but also in light of the 
planned implementation of EMU and the need to combat 
unemployment. This was the view expressed by Mario 
Mont, the EU Commission commissioner responsible 
tor taxation, in a Conversation with HANDELSBLATT 
Mont: expects a positive debate at the informal EU 
finance munisters mecting that is to begin in Verona 
today Mont: said that he found much encouragement 
for his initiative during his talks in member states 
In addition to discussing the European currency, the 
tuimisters will deal with commission's new taxation 
poly paper for the first time at Verona 


According to Monti, a postponement of the final stage 
of EMU, which ts something that is beg repeatedly 
discussed in Germany, should be avoided at all costs. 1 
am confident that Germany and a sufficient number of 
other member states will meet the convergence criteria 
on schedule, stressed the Italian cconomics professor 
Despite what were occasionally difficult political and 
social circumstances, member states have managed to 
make substantial progress, he added. In any event, the 
convergence criteria should be strictly adhered 


In Monti’s opimon, a community-wide taxation policy 
concept ts also an clement that could help member states 
fulfill treaty criteria regarding sound national budgets 
A greater degree of harmomzation and Cooperation in 
thes field could reduce taxaton-telated competition In 
its tatahion policy discussion paper. the commission 
indicated that the importance of takation ase fates in 
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member states was being croded by the lifcralization 
of the wansfer of capital as well as the development 
of a shadow economy while the higher taxation of the 
least mobile factor of production, labor, was at odds 
with the employment goals of the EU and the dictates 
of internauonal Compeuuveness. 


Monti stressed: “It is being increasingly recognized 
that under current conditions, the fiscal sovereignty 
of member states 1s more nomunal than real and has 
alrcady been to a large extent croded to the benefit 
of the markets.” The reasons for the current stagnation 
in the EU taxation policy field lic with the need for 
decisionmaking unanimity on the one hand and the lack 
of an overall concept on the other hand. Mont: believes 
that whether the Maastricht Treaty conference retains 
the principle of unanimity with regard to taxation issues 
is NOt a Cut and dry matter and that t mught sull decade 
on a “super qualified’ majority. “However, even if the 
unanimity rule is retained, a growing awareness of what 
is at stake with respect to employment policy might 
prompt states into making decisions in this field 


A review of raising VAT as 4 taxation-hased form of 
compensation for a reduction in Labor costs as proposed 
in the commussion’s new taxation document is only 
one possitility alongside other taxation measures such 
as the introduction of a CO2 energy tax. According 
to Monti, the proposals regarding a final VAT system 
based on goods being taxed in thei country of ongin 
— Brussels has announced that it will present such 
proposals in the summer — will involve a schedule 
consisung of various stages along with modernization 
and simplificavion measures 


With the launching of the single market at the heginning 
of 1993, the EU tatroduced a transitional VAT system 
for the commercial trade in goods Although the system 
enabled physical border controls to be lifted, it us sul 
based on taxation in the country of destination, which 
means that tf 1s not a truce single market system. Mont 
said that he was aware of how difficult it 1s to Pring the 
differem VAT rates in member states into line with cach 
other. That is why if 1s important that the commission 
should have indicated a direction with its proposal of 
last December to add a maximum rate of 2$ percent 
to its the current minimum rate of 1S percent. Mont 
displayed understanding for the criticism, cupressed 
in Germany above all, of the completuty of and the 
administrative burdens linked to the VAT transitional 
system. The German desire for change 1s motivated hy 
the ulea of a truly single market solution 


Concerning a common concept for the taxation of in- 
come derived from capital, which 1s something that Ger- 
many has been secking. but Luxembourg has hiocked. 
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the EU single market commussioner, had lute to offer, 
but hope. The talks that he held this week with Lux- 
embourg Pnme Minister Jean-Claude Juncker indicated 
that there was a readiness to view the probiem from a 
broader perspective 


EU: UK's Clarke Negative Toward Eachange Rate 
Mechanism 

LD13086133596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

im English 1327 GMT 13 Apr % 


[By Geoff Meade] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A new Exchange Rate Mech- 
anism will not work as a weapon to te Counties in a 
European Union single currency to those which ae not 
ready to youn at the Euro-moncy launch in 1999, Chan- 
cellor Kenneth Clarke warned today 


He told fellow finance ministers meeting in the Itahan 
city of Verona that there was no legal basis by which 
Britain of any other member state could be forced into 
a revamped ERM against its will 


The Chancellor headed off pressure on Britain at a 
mecting designed to work out how a two-tier Europe, 
with only some countries in the single currency club, 
would work. France and Germany in particula are 
anxious Hot to give the outs” a competitive advantage 
over the “ins by leaving them free to devalue ther 
own currencies against the Euro to make the exports 
cheaper. The answer, they say, 1s to link the ‘outs 
in a remodelled ERM - in effect a wasting room for 
single currency membership. In that way cxachange rates 
amongst the contunuing national currencies would he 
closeiy ted, avonding maverick moves which could de- 
staMilise the single currency dream 


Mr Clarke's firm stand at the start of the talks headed off 
threats of an “ambush by the rest, and talk of sanctions 
such as fines and trade bans against currencies operating 
outside the system. The Chancellor also found that he 
was not isolated - Sweden, in particular, was also wary 
of launching a new ERM 


But the problem is a real one. It was first highlighted by 
Prime Minister John Major who warned last year that 
the entire single market could collapse if the outs did 
take advantage of their freedom 


Mr Clarke, ananous to head off a confrontation which 
would provide Tory Eurosceptics with fresh ammuni- 
hon, sad in Verona We still don't know whether 
Britain will he an in of an out 


Membership of another ERM would effectively mean 
that Britain would he subject to currency controls, but 
without a voce On monetary of interest rate policy 
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nsade the single currency. But how to resolve the ‘two- 
wer currency Europe remains a key probiem for finance 
Tmunisters to resolve wm the run-up to 1999 


EL: Sweden's Aasbrink on Country's EMU Status 


1219414076 Stockholm Svernwes Radi Network 
198) GMT 14 Apr % 


(FBIS Transiated Excerpt] We wall now go to Verona 
n haly where the EU finance wunisters are mecung 
Swedish Finance Minister Enk Aashrink does not seem 
as enthusiastic aPout the European Monetary Union, 
EMU. as his predecessor Goran Persson. Sull, he seems 
to be convinced that the monetary umon will become 
a realty and that Sweden will be in at from the 
* naming. provided that the Swedish economy manages 
2 dem * 


m Swedimn J! 


Aashrink!] It we do that, if the 
tes ves, then we wall jon the 


[Begin recording 
Swedish Parliament v 


EMUL's third phase 


[‘Unidenuhed correspondent 
J 
do ial 


| Do vou think that we wall 


‘Aashrink) i thonk 

ing ue cs meren 

conmocrned 

that. Personally, | am p. 
mm her ship 


at we have 3 good chance of fulfill- 
criteria. As tar as the parhament’s 
I do not want to comment on 
sitive toward Sweden's EMU 


OC CUO 1s 


Corres Why? 


[Aashrnk] It ts an cupression of an asmration toward 
deepening and develommg aonomc co aon m 
; he 
Europe think this is positive and 1 want 
’ 
ipassage omitted) fend recording] 


FL: Verona Talks Seen To Have ‘Reaffirmed’ 
PML Course 


11°72 804711996 Duesseldort HANDELSBLATT 
mitserman 1° Apr Ww pP 2 


‘Commentary )v Eherhard Wisdorff On Course for 


the Eur 


FBIS Translated Text) Once again the finance minis- 
ters of the EL reaffirmed them course at them informal 
meeting in Verona Regardless of increasing douMs, ¢s- 
pecially in Germany, about the umely start of European 
Econome and Monetary Union (EMU) in early 1999 
work on the fowndatoons of this Puilding were purpose- 
fully continued 


Following the surprisingly fncboniess adoption of a 
scenario for the transition to a common currency and 
aprroval of the name Euro at the Madrid summit last 
December, this tome the monsters discussed relations 
hand. the Euro core, of which the 


Netween. on the onc 
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EMU wall insually consist, and, on the other hand, the 
countnes that will remain outside the EMU for the ume 
being. They also discussed the permanent salcegu e 
of sold finances Py means of the staMlity pa 
hy German Finance Minister Theo W age! 


if the rather skepucal Bundeshank Preudent Hans Th- 
cimeyer, who concentraies cxclusively 
sees the outcome of the Verona Mecting as an iyortan 
signal for the markets and for a consensus on statiity 
then this is important enough. According to Tictrneyer 
the cxchange rates agreed upon between the two group 
of counties (otherwise known as European M 
System I1) wall take into consideration a senes of 
from the past. Although Great Britain and Sweden sul! 
refuse to Comma themscives to porn such a system, Noth 
Tietmeyer and Waigel agree that the Maastricht treaty 
makes in clear thal 4 previous two-year memberstup of 
EMS within the norma: framework is a condition for 
membership of EMU later 


Nevertheless, even London and Stackholm agree as ' 

the stahulity-onented substance of the relat mastiips he 
tween the so-called “ims and ouls Exchange rates 
should no longer be adhered to nigidly if they ate mm 
longer backed by economic performance, tor helated ad 
justments have heen one of the Pasn mistakes Made 
EMU so far. The future European Central Bank's inter 

vention on currency markets should he fo more than a 
accompanying measure, and should not jeopardize the 
stamility of the Euro core. The diverse situations of the 
countries outside the core are to Me Laken inte account 
by means of suitable limits for exchange rate Muctus 
tions. For those countries outside the core. the burden 
of adaptation 1s to he placed mainly on then cconomn 
policy. The European Central Bank will promabiy play 
a mayor role in adapting exchange fates, sometiong that 
would suit Tietmeyer’s latest proposals 


l suggesicu 


ntfs staMulrts 


net v\ 


icessons 


In Verona, the Bundeshank president also 
prisingly pro-imtegrational replies to douhs about a sul 
ficrent membership of EMU, capressed in particular hy 
EMU opponents in Germany. Of course the Euro projec! 
is impossive without Germany and France. fhe sad 
Nevertheless, only if the planned start of EMU in carly 
1997 is out cf the question (as 1s now the case 
Maastricht treaty require the participation of a majority 
of countries 


aatpea) su 


| cfs ti. 


Tietmever™s concern is considered the result of the 
fact that the technical preparations tor EMU have 
gone ahead relatively quickly, while the full) iment of 
the cconomn, and especially the Pudget. prerequisites 
of Maastricht have remained in the background The 
potential membher<ountnes of the Euro core will have 
wo pay greticr attention to Uvese hal Hictns if EM! ‘ 
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to start punctually in '999. The economic policies of 
France and Germany have only slightly over one year 
to create the most umportant prerequisite for the start of 
EMU. 


EU: Experts View Governments, Market Stance on 
EMU 

BR1204122796 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 

in English 11-17 Apr 96 pil 


[Arucie by Thomas Klau: “Markets Put Them Faith in 
EMU") 

[FSIS Transcribed Text} im their increasingly uphill 
struggie to achheve economic and monetary union within 
less than three years, European governments can now 
count on the impetus provided by the most powerful 
force in modern economies. 


For the first time ever in the history of the project, there 
are strong indications that financial markets are putung 
the moncy on the assumption thal monetary union win 


happen in January 1999 


Leading analysts in London and Frankfurt say the 
current infinitesimal gap between rates on French and 
German ten-year government bonds is clear evidence 
that traders expect both currencies to merge be‘ore the 
bonds mature. 


For the ume heing at least, traders, these cxperts say, 
have turned their back on years of enwenched EMU- 


scepucism. 


As late as in the autumn last year, the prevailing 
market attitude was one of dishehef in monetary union. 
Eurosceptics seized on this as further evidence that the 
EMU plan was economically unsound 


But analysts such as Graham Bishop from Salomon 
Brothers in London, and Thomas Mayer from Goldman 
Sachs in Prankfurt say that for Use last few months, 
traders have been basing their cak ulations on the belief 
that monetary union including, amongst other countries, 
Prance and Germany - will happen 


“If you ask the average trader ( whethor he believes EMU 
will take place), he will hem and haw.” says Bishop. 
“But the ten-year bond rates ant e forward rates for 
the franc and the mark (the rates to be paid on moncy 
bought or sold now, but cashed in later) show that the 
market is now factoring it in 


According to these cuperts, several factors have con- 
curred to bring about this change of attitude Gerraany's 
and Prance’s oft renewed public and private commut- 
ment to the twin goals of EMU and economic conver- 
gence in the face of cconomic and political adversity 
has finally made an impact, they say 
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The same goes for the smooth progress of the prepwa- 
tory work being carried out by the European Monciz 5 
Insutw:> in Frankfurt and other instutubbons 


Analysts say waders also noted with interest the total 
failure of Germany's main opposition party. the So- 
cial Democrats, to enhance thew clectoral appeal bv 
campaigning against EMU in the regional clecuons last 
month 


In the mch south-western staic of Baden-W urtiembcry. 
where the Sozaldemokratische Pate: Deut hlands 
(SPD) first tested tus strategy (despite much imicrnal 
criticism), voters sent the patty packing. giving the 
SPD a mere quarter of the vote in its worst-cver result 
im the region. 


But in an apparent paradox, the decusive boost for 
EMU’'s credibility may well have come from the Ger- 
man economy » disappointingly sluggish recent pertor- 
mance. 


Cres of pain from export-onented German catrepre- 
neurs losing international market share because of the 
strong deutschemark have led to an mmcreasing clam- 
our for fixing exchange rates and bringing monctary 
umion about al any reasonable cost - and certainly at the 
price of a more lement interpretation of the Maastricht 
Treaty's f quirements for the stan of EMU 


As one of Germany's senior and most orthodos 
economic commentators, the Prankfurter Allgemeine 
Zevtung’s Hans Bartier, recently pointed out im a 
disapproving cditonal, a growing body of opimion in 
economic, industrial and banking circles in Germany is 
now balancing the risks thal may atise from relaxing 
some of the stability requirements agaist the real 


dangers of postponing EMU beyond 1999 


Vocint an opimon previously rarely ever beard in Ger- 
many (but widely held in France), leading economists 
and industrialists now publicly doumM the wisdom of 
making the start of EMU conditional on a strict fulfil. 
ment of all the Maastricht Treaty's convergence criteria 
“The price of non-EMU is beginning to dawn over the 
mark,” says Bishop 


And while the call for fiexrbility has yet to be taken up 
by the government, Mayer believes there has definnely 
heen a shift in the economic debate 


“The discussion in Germany is now no longer over 
whether the Euro will be as static as the mark but 
whether the Euro will help us against the mark's 
overvaluation. If the answer is yes, the Euro will help 
to preserve johs, and this will help us to persuade the 


population 
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In a further boost to the pro-EMU camp, make 
capectaiion that monctary union will indecd happen 
= scheduled 1s incrcasingly Pecommg an cconomx 
factor m itsclf, since any decision to postponc the star 
would now “mtraduce new parameicrs into the market . 
as Mayer cxplaims, and “increase the msk of Currency 
imstabulsty and further upward pressure on the mak. 


In other words, the longer the capectation that EM?) 
will happen on schedule domunates the market. the mo 
disruptive the consequences of a postponement mught 
ht. 

German readiness t© apree to a more relaxed interpre- 
taon of the Maastricht Treatys two dem criteria has 
heen further strengthened by a growing awareness in 
Bonn that Germany itself will in all Vikelhood tal to 
keep its 1997 defica below the ideal upper ceiling of 
¥%., as lad down in the Maastricht Treaty, unless the 
cconomy finds its way Pack to a much stronger growth 
than 1s generally cupected 

This would m effect strengthen convergence with 
France, as a comparatively poor German performance 
on the deficit critenon would bring Germany mere in 
lone with the result expected for the French budget 


If both countnes were to form a monctary union 
with a deficnt of between 3.5 and 1.9% of GDP. the 
overshooting of the mutial target of 4% would he much 
casicr to sell to a skeptical German public than if a 
special provision had to be made for France alone. 


An interesting side-effect of a less mgorous application 
of the Maastricht Treaty would be to boost the carly 
EMU membership chances of countries such as Spain, 
which stands no chance of bringing its deficit under 4% 
by 1997, but might possibly manage to keep it pust under 
4%. Spain might thus become a senous candidate for 
carly EMU participation if a more relaxed interpretation 
of the criteria prevails carly in 1998. 


The growing realisation that governments will, in two 
years, probally face an unpalataMle choice between 
postponing the currency merger and agroecing to a 
relaxed reading of at least some of the Maastricht 
Parlicipauion requirements, is Causing increasing anguish 
for some of the semor officials who parvcipated im the 
treaty negotiations 
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Our onginal plan has not worked,” says once. “The nica 
was to Compe! governments to lower them structural 
defict enough to make sure that the 3 fil [as published] 
lumat would, at worst, fhe only marginally overshot even 
in a cychcal downturn. Bul goveraments have not donc 
thew homework 


Some officials, pouting to the real progress achoeved 
on the other stability goals, argue for EMU to proceed 
regadicss and warn agains! any scrapping of rencgou- 
avon of the treaty 


Bul others suggest the Ueaty’s someumes less than 
precise wording allows suffkuemt scope for creative 
imerpretaion to ensure the launch of EMU could be 
postponed without the teaty needing to be formally 
breached of renegotiated, as the Commission maintains 
officially 


(inc might imagine a scenano where the Counc! 
decides no country ws ready for EMU yet.” says once 
official 


This would mean that EMU would be postponed, 
without the treaty needing to be formally breached. But 
from January 1999 onwards, member statics would be 
under the formal obligation to start with EMU as soon 
as possible 


(hhers pornt to the treaty’s article 109), the fourth 
paragraph of which supulates that “if, by the end of 
1997, the date for the beginning of the third stage has 
not heen sect. the third stage shall stam on | January 
jyey 


But while the wording is regarded by some a ambgu- 
ous, the fathers of the treaty mmsist they were cleat in 
their mands that this was only meant to allow a stati -up 
of EMU before 1999, and not a postponement 


We had a discussion about it at the time, and thought 
that the wording was dear cnough, once you took i im 
contest, sand one official 


Obviously, we were wrong. But I don't think tt would 

he a good idea if the Council were to agree (in 1998) 
to an interpretation of the treaty which all of us rejected 
at the ume. Legally speaking. that would not be very 
sound 
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UK: Article Views ‘Two Separate Monetary Clubs’ 
in EMU 

MS1504093796 London INDEPENDENT on Engh». 
ISApr% ply 


[Arucle by Gavyn Davies) Misplaced Feats Over 
Compeutive Devaluatons | 


[FPBIS Transcribed Teat} Opponcats of ccomome and 
monctary umon have fregucnily warned thal the pre- 
mature arival of a single currency could threaten the 
unity of the EU. Although these warnings arc usually cx- 
pressed in hyperbolic language. and sicm from sources 
who will seck any opportunity to throw sand in the 
wheels of integration, they cannot he caurely dismu sed 
The creation of two separate monctary clot within a 
single cconomuc space has sever heen tred hefore, and 
may give tise to probiems which will scriously under- 
mune the political coherence of the EU 


Never has this risk been clearer than af the weekend, 
when finance munisters in Verona stafted to grappic 
with the problem of the ‘ins and out”. The future EMU 
[European Monctary Union) ins (notahiv France but 
also Germany) apparently agreed to impose a regime 
on the future outs (notably the UK. but also Italy, 
Spain and Scandinavia) that Britais sces as wanecessaty, 
authoritanan and unworkabic 


This protiem was not forescen when the Maastricht 
Treaty was drafted, since the belief then was that most 
counties would be in from the start, of at least that they 
would mostly be on a smooth ghde path to mmamunent 
entry. The idea that the outs may he a sem -permanent 
club, representing at least half of the EU's GDP. only 
began to dawn last year. and even then the probiem 
would have been largely ignored were it not for the 
fat that the cconome performance of the owls was 
temporarily rather better than that of the ims. The ins 
decided that this must he stopped 


Ther thinking is this. Memberstup of the single cco- 
nom space confers huge advantages in terms of mar- 
ket access, free trade and potential cconomes of Scale 
But tt also requires certain obligations to be accepted 
by all. These obligations, according to the ons, involve 
not only a common regulatory framework and free cap- 
ital movements, Put extend also to the hehaviour of the 
exchange rate. The outs must not he allowed tu indulge 
in “competitive devaluations which Pring them an un- 
fur advantage in the single market 


This means that a new ERM [Exchange Rate Mecha 
nism) mechaniem (ERM 2°) must he agreed, with the 
Outs accepting that thew cuchange rates must he directly 
inked to the curo. There is talk of imposing fines of 
cachusons from the single market on countries which 
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tal to comply with tus oMigation. Furthermore, accord 
ing to Bundesbank presadent Hans Ticuneyer. the onus 
tor keepung the cachange ratcs within thew ocw ands 
against the curo should rest cuplicilly on the outs, since 
otherwise the new European Central Bank (ECB) would 
have to accept a duty to prop up weak currencies whach 
could prove inflavonary for the ins. In addition, be sug- 
gested thal the inmuabon of changes in central parties 
should come not from the goveraments conceracd, bul 
from a supranational authority . namely the bead of the 
ECB 


Quite apa trom :oflamung Brush concerm abou: 
natonal sovercigety. there have heen questions about 
whether any of ths us legal The UK has apucd 
that access to the single market an malecnahic 
night of all member states, regardless of cuchange rac 
tclavonships. But the French and others have pornted 
out that Arucle 109m of the Maastrattt Treaty states 
that ‘cach member state shall treat its cachange ratc 
policy as a maticr of Common interest. and they claim 
that this gives legitimacy to ther calls for an ERM 2 


The British are surely mght about this, bul i any case 
this ts not a matter which can be settled on the Law courts 
The key questions are whether the ims have an coomorma 
case, and whether they are strong cnough politically to 
impose thea wishes on the outs. On both counts, the 
outs afe on strong ground. 


To start with the coonomucs, there is something very 
id about the position being adopted by the ins Here 
is a group of countnes, which conmspcuously tated to 
make ERM | work in 1992/94, now socking to umpose 
ERM 2 on a completely different set of countries. What 
is more, the ins ate simultancously managing to atguc 
that ts in their own vital interests to give up the 
night to devalue the currencies, while also mamntaning 
that other countries will secure great national advantage 
by competitively devaluing against them. Surely hoth 
cannot he truc 


Admuttedly, this line of argument has heen enc cutaped 
by the tide of events following the Sreak-up of ERM | 
im 1992. Since then, competitiveness changes tngpcred 
by cuchange rate devaluations have stuck for much 
longer than usual, in the sense that they have not heen 
simply washed away Py higher inflavon in devaluing 
countries hike the UK and Italy 


This is very unusual by past histoncal standards, hut 
it will probably prove to he either temporary of an 
unrepeatabic fluke We have already seen a large rive 
mm the lira this year. eroding much of Maly's carher 
competitive gains, while sterling never mowed far out 
of lime with its fundamental equilihrium, at least as 
estimated by Gokiman Sachs (sce graph) So the old 
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tule that changes in somunal cuchange raics within 
Europe cannot bring aboul permanent changes in real 
compettiveacss probably sull apples. 


And mm apy case, the ouls we not staying oul because 
they want to retun the mght to devalue. Most will be 
commutied to jomung the single currency as soon a 
they allan the convergence criteria and ae allowed in 
Competuve devaluatbons will be the last Gung on the 
munds of these Countries. 


Brita:c © in a different sstuation sence, af least under the 
Tones, tus country could well become a permanent out. 
But the umportant reason for staying oul 1s not to enjoy 
the nght to devaluc the currency on a cotdinuous basis. 
Instead, 1s © maintain the nght to adjust monetary 
policy independently of that being followed on the 
Contuncat. Certainly, this may involve the cachange rate 
going up or down for shori periods as interest rates 
vary im response to cconomx shocks, but that is very 
different from secking a permanent compettive gain 
from devaluation, even if it were possibic. 


The-. «s no recent instance of a large nation, never mind 
the UK, deliberately engaging in a Compeutive devalua- 
von in order steal export orders from its neighbours. Nor 
would the suggested ERM 2. at least with narrow bands. 
he at all likely to work in prectice. Unlike ERM |, where 
there was in principle a commitment from all countries 
to untervene as Necessary to mamtain the bands, the idea 
now ts jor the entire onus to be placed on the outs. Since 
it ts obvious from the outset that the UK, among others, 
does not have the political will to mamtain the bands, 
such a system would be a siting duck for the currency 
speculators 

Perhaps something like the present ERM — with 
theoretical 1S per cent bands that nobody takes very 
seriously — would he just about an acceptable, though 
cymecal, compromise to keep the ins happy. Bul any 
suggestion that the outs should be forced to fix their 
currencies within narrow bands agaist the euro, with 
punishments for those which fail to comply, and with 
ho support from the ins, is simply outrageous. For once, 
te Britush government would be fully pustified in using 
its veto to stop tus 


UK: Sinn Fein President's Faster Speech 

MS 1204144196 (internet) Sinn Foun WWW in English 
0 Apr 

{Paull Text’ Sinn Peon Present Gerry Adams Easter 
commemoration address in Derry) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams speaking today at the Easter Commemoration in 
Derry accused John Major of pursuing a policy “which 
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subverud and frustrated the widespread desire in Ircland 
and Britain for the peace process to be comsohdsied” 


Mr. Adanss sonunued: Some people may be puzzicd 
by Mr. Major's stance. Why did he squander hustorx 
opportumty for peace’ Why cven yet docs he refuse to 
cteate the condmons for real peace talks’ Others may 
be puzzied af the refusal of Mr. Trumble and Mr. Pasicy 
to embrace the opportunity to build a peace sctilement 
Irish Republicans know the real reasons Nehind the 
stance of the Brush government and the umonuts. We 
know that the real ecgouavons, real dialogue will mean 
change and we know that they ave agasnst change They 
are afrasd to talk. And tus 5 the greatest failure of thie 
last few years, the refusal of the umonest leadershup and 


of John Major to engage in honest dialogue 


“Regrettably, John Bruton has sot so fa provided 
the leadersup which the Insh sation requires of a 
Taoweach. Mr. Bruton has not so fa msen to the 
challenge presented by Brith duplicity and bad faith 
British polscy us clearly rooted in a chromest agenda The 
election proposal is umonst. The structure for the clec- 
von is essentially unionist. That the Insh government 
permitted the Brush government to promote a Unionist 
agenda and proposals is not encouraging. Let me spell 
out clearly our position on all these matters 


“lt took over SO years for Stormont to be overthrown 
There ts no way that Sinn Fein will be party to any 
restoration of that kind of institution. Our prefercace 
would be to boycott both the election and the clected 
body. However, we live in the real world. we will be 
guided therefore by whether it 1s necessary to defend 
our vote or to uphold the nghts of our clectorate 


There is no going back to the bad old days. There is 
no going back to Stormont. There is no going back to 
Uniomst domination | 


The full text of Mr. Adams speech 


1916 it a torch for freedom aroun! the world which 
inspired oppressed peoples to strike out for freedom and 
justice. In the decades which followed that momentous 
ume, and in scores of conflicts, the Britush have been 
forced from former colomes. Ircland did not achieve 
what others had — national self- determination Our 
island was partitioned. our people divided and the 
causes of conflict were built into the political settlement 
imposed by Britain 75 years ago Since then generations 
of Irnsh men and Irish women have sought to succeed 
where so many others before them failed. Here in Derry, 
at this graveside, we remember those from this wea and 
the hundreds of others across this island and beyond, 
who have given them lives in pursuit of Ineh freedom 
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host wt auch (hal Can only te icpad Groug? 
mM mec’ c Talos of ow peop 


Texday mn te Sieh aporversary of the 1916 Riseng 
we rododK ak mcives to cotmycte Ul untimshed 
guiness brieh reopuMacats roman firmly committed | 
a RepuPican poals and thee legitimacy and to the 


a Tocva? ya < goas. (har ry 2 feman a inn 
wxtaleet ¢ “x. (lar primary oPeective at Gus time 
+ ao ineh nationa demaxray The Paulo of sf 
a A w poopie, (ie status Quo whack has heaped 
ntigni les hares om the © © cuntes, has to g 
As aca niy ™ ine ih a TuURCUOTINE, im lusive 
ie "ey agreed and cetaPiished Py all the peomic of 
‘ 
Thes regueres a dematatxn and a negotiaied sctUecment 
’ 7 COOOnLY. CA siraierzy i to creas 
: X HuoPs wheat lt The ane vue— 
Ps Te : fr eoat Makes Movement m that 
uret⁊ reverwre Let me assure you thal we cal 
eit curry nem, determmaton and a fecal 
nec ( r owt jo werment we can sxcoecd 
“er «A : i? rey yin afi re als three whah 
were ar | tor we Ss cheariy m i¥9i6 wm the 
Proala 
The R : puaranices feigious and civil Wherty 
qua fy 1 egual Opportunies to all its cruzens 
und devia resolve to pursue the happiness and 
won he whole nation and of all its parts 


cheriefing al) the cluidren of the natvon agually 
Republcans seck agreement 


Sine Fem « commutiad to our peace strategy We have 
soUg™. wth Donesty and integrity to construct a peace 
preaess whch reaches oul to. and emivac on the 
cguality That « cur comveaction. that is our 
Commit mem t thers. Our record of engagement in the 
face process. rts Porth and evolution, will sand arutiny 
for even the most sceptical We have demonstrated in 
fal and tangic way. Of Many COCasIOms, 4 fecal 
and Getenmined commitment to democrat negotiations 
amd Gehate The ofective must he an agreement among 
al) cur people that will carn thew allegiance and then 
rear. 


/ aes 


The failure to talk 
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Paddy Kelly 
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Paddy Kelly deserves to he treated a «| , 
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A Lntonmt Agenda 

‘Repetadly,. John Briton has oot so fa provided 
the icadersiup wehach the inh nao rogues of a 
Tacucach. Mr. Bruton bas oot so fe mecn to Oe 
challenge prescoted Dy Broth duplawty and Pad fanth 
Brush policy is clearly rooted mm a umonet agenda The 
clechos proposal ts umonst. The structure for the cle 

bon i cascetially umonmt. That te insh goveramem 
permutted the Britush governincnt to promote a Unonest 
agendas and proposals ts oot cocouragyng. Let me spell 
oul clearly cur powbon on all these maticrs 


h took over SO wears for Stormont to be overthrown 

There «© 90 way that Simm Fern will be party to any 
festovaon of that kind of insitubon. Our preterence 
would he to Prryoot hoth the clacton and the clected 
body. However, we live wm the real world we will be 
guided thercfore by whether 6 necessary to defend 
au vote of to uphold the nights of our ciectorate 


There is So goung back to the bad old days. There us 
ho going hack tw Stormont There am Rg ing hack 1 
Umomet dormnatrn 


Rebuilding the Peace Process 


As topubicans we have dchieed our goals, we have 
mapped out the route by whah they can he achieved 
and we now aced to create the polrtical Comdstiom which 
Caf move the whole situation forward 


What ts required to rebuild the peace process’ 


The commencement of inclusive negotiations, real nego 
Gallons, ts casenual and the route to (hose regotations 
must he direct and unemoumhered All pre-conditions 
must he removed 


Both the Insh and British governments (ommuitted them 
scives in “wer Joant Communique to reassure Pattics that 
what is on offer ts a meaningful and imclusive process 
of segotiavons whch will address thew logrumate com 
cerns about sew politxal arengements Let them give 
us these reassurances In partxwla let the British gov- 
cramen' prowide Sinn Fee and our clectorate wnh clear 
specifx and wnammgucus assurances that these pegot 
ations will he mchusive, with po item on the agenda al 
lowed to Rec ome an ineurmountae oMeta le to progress 
and all oegotiations to he conducted with m agroed 
umetr arne 


None of those engaged in the aegotating praoess 
can have 4 veto. And. there can he fo Mle th 
predetermine the owk ome. for to preclude any cuicome 
to the aegotiations In short we roguire a ace approach 
by the Briteh goverament ehh m postive and 
good fath, an apgfoah efah enames faciitates and 
encourages agreement among al! the Inet people 
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A New Ere of Freedom 


The people of our mland have the mght to peace. We 
ae tow yes trom the cad of Gus comtury and Ux 
commencement of the acw culiemum. Far most of the 
oid mulicneum, over SU) years, the poopie of Uns island 
and Ou Scates soighDouts have fece mm a slate of 
confit. Milboms have dood. many have perished iw the 
gical hunger abd Cownticss mulboms more afc sxc aietod 
m the insh diaspora throughout the world kt dresn't 
have to he lke that. We have a respomwtulsty to rane 
Our mation above tie tragody of our past and inte a ace 
cta of treodom, cgualsty and dcmaxracy 


We iret rcpumiacams have a testorn role to play in 
reshapeng a ecw future for all our people. Together with 
ihe rout of the people of Gus mland we have tie might 
to develop an Irciand whach chenshes all the children 
of the naton cgually. We can and we will do a and no 
Briush government has the nght to condemn us to more 


way more divisson mre hatrad 


A New Ireland 


The men and women of 1916 had a visron of a oew 
Ircland a peace with ttecl! and its seighhours. A 
ncw ircland mn whach poverty was abolished where ai! 
sacboms of our people are equal and where freedom 
and yustoe and democracy form the hed-rock of a new 
sxicty. We require 4 few socicty in which Irish peopic 
can lve together om mutual respect, and work together 
in Mutual regard 4 soeecty mm whech Peace 1 hot a 
mere interlude Detwoen wats, bul af incentive to Ue 
cfeative and collective energies of all the people who 
ve on thes land 


An wmpowwMe dream’ No’ I heheve we have the 
imegrty, the cowrage, the vison and the atulity to & 
nu. t hehewe we can Make cur vison of 4 oew futore 
4s tealty Don't tet anyone tell you that we Ineh ae 
inferior, that we should he ashamed to he Irish, that we 
don t have the mtcihgence. of the imaginabon of the 
ahulety to acteeve what we Dave ect ool to acheeve 


Let ws ettend oor ames if frendehep to all our brothers 
and weters om thes eeland and call on them to roan erth 
ws om tacklong the chalienges abort to cmivace the 
cause of real detmexracy as the only guarantor of all our 
futures 


The Pright prommee of a democrat Ireland demands 
that we shed cr feats and wep foread boldly prepared 
to Parld « Country we can ali he proud to call bome 
Repuricans are up to the challenges which fac ws We 
go forward . omfident on cur own orength, prepared to he 
feaiic and to take rks We are all af a defining poont 
mm our hestery Put for all the whoertaimties, one Ung — 
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certain - we are going forward. We are going forward 
lt a new beginning for all our people — and no matter 
about all the tw.sts and turns, no matter about all the 
obstacles we are going forward to freedom, to justice 


and peace. 


UK: Sinn Fein Vice President's Easter Address 
MS1204132396 (internet) Sinn Fein WWW in English 
10 Apr % 


"Text" of Easter address by Sinn Fein Vice President 
Pat Doherty, in Milltown Cemetery, Belfast on 7 Apr) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} I feei particularly honoured to 
be speaking here in Belfast on the 80th Anniversary of 
the Easter Rising of 1916. 


I come from Donegal the mc . aorthern of northern 
counties. Donegal has suffered greatly from the cen- 
turies of dispossession and marginalisation. The people 
of Donegal know only too well what British rule meant. 
In the past we were driven out by the greed and cruelty 
of landlords and in the present our children are forced 
out through emigration. Partition, and the legacy it has 
created was no solution for Ireland, no solution for the 
six-Counties, was Certainly no solution for Donegal. We 
were cut off from the 26 Counties by our geographical 
position and cut off from our neighbours in the rest of 
the North. But there is a spirit in Donegal — a spirit 
of Nationalism and Republicanism that has never been 
crushed — it has only been silenced and sidelined but 
it is there and must be tapped. I am making these points 
because | am here in Belfast speaking at this Republi- 
can plot. The price paid for Britain's continued interfer- 
ence in Ireland is portrayed here in an immediate and 
striking way. In this plot lie Irish men and women who 
sacrificed their young lives for freedom over the last 
25 years. They died for the same cause of freedom as 
those men and women of 1916. All over Ireland, at Re- 
publican plots, at graveside memorials, at prison gates, 
Republicans today will pay tnbute to those who died in 
the fight for our might to be a free united and indepen- 
dent nation. 


Continuity of Struggle 


That strugg' and those sacrifices have been continuous. 
There are here among you the families and friends of 
those that lie in tis plot. That personal experience 
is the same all over the north and at many of the 
Easter commemorations in the South. This not a past 
history that we mark here, it is our personal, political 
and immediate history. It is our own, present day 
struggle and those that died in that struggle that we 
with those that died in 1916 
and ever since. At Easter we mark in a public way 
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the conunuity of our struggle and our commitment 
to achieving sur Republican vision for Ireland. That 
vision was proclaimed outside the GPO in Dublin 80 
Years ago. The proclamation declared the nght of the 
people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, w the 
control of Imsh destinies, 1 guaranteed religious and 
civil liberty, equal mghts and promised to cherish all 
the children of the nation equally. That vision has not 
dimmed. It 1s as vibrant and as viable now as il was 
then. It 1s that vision that guided us in our search for 
peace and it 1s our commutment to our Republican ideals 
and our determination to achieve them that will guide 
us in rebuilding the peace process. Our strategy for 
peace is rooted in our Republicanism and honed by our 
experience of struggle. Our struggle has been the engine 
of change in this country for the last 2S years. We want 
a real change, a new Ireland. 


A New Beginning 


That change will come about through negouations for 
a teal democracy im Ireland. It has not been casy to 
get to this point. It has been hard won through the 
sacrifices of those who gave their lives and all those 
who have lost family and friends in this long war. It 
is natural that we are cautious and surpicious of the 
intentions of the British government. Did any of us, 
from our experience, think that the British government 
would willingly engage +n honourable or democratic 
poliucs in Ireland? Of course we knew that 1 would 
take all our efforts to keep them to even a modicum 
of the commitments they gave. And | know that few 
nationalists or republicans have confidence in John 
Bruton and none trust John Major. That knowledge and 
experience must not and will not deflect us from our 
Strategy of securing of just and lasting peace. 


Let us be clear. It was not a failure of our peace 
strategy that has brought about the present crisis but 
a falure of the peace process. Our strategy for peace 
is based on the democratic imperative of political and 
constitutional change and for democratic rights for all. 
The peace process had to secure agreement for change. 
That requued the Briush government to encourage and 
promote willingness on the part of the Unionists to agree 
to sit dow » with the rest of the representatives of the 
Irish people. That did not happen. This was where the 
strength of the Nationalist Consensus had to come in. 
It had to be a bulwark against the Bnush government 
renaging on commitments to facilitate for change. The 
Dublin government's role 1s crucial. Nobody thought 
it was going to be casy. And nobody was naive 
enough to think that the Brush government would 
not be treacherous. And nobody thought the Unionists 
would easily of of ther own volition come to the 
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table. There had to be thal inexorbable momentum 
towards negouations. The consensus had to provide 
thal momentum. Any weakness in the consensus was 
exploited mericilessly by the Briush government and 
the Unionists to stz'! the progress to talks —- with the 
result that the peace process was run into the ground. 
But there is a huge difference between the deliberate 
bad faith of the British and the mistakes of the Dublin 
government. Britain's deliberate placing of obstacles in 
the way showed that they feared change. 


We want change. Our opponents fear it. That is why 
they have done everything to avoid real negotiations. 
The last eighteen months have proved that. The IRA ces- 
sauion of August 1994 presented everyone but particu- 
larly the two governments with an unprecedented oppor- 
tunity to build a lasung peace. As Republicans, we tried 
to increase that space so that ( ut of it would grow a new 
heginning for all the Insh people. We had 18 months 
of an absence of war. We did not have peace, what 
we had was a chance to build it. What destroyed that 
chance was Britain's inability to rise above its own nar- 
row concerns and to change its attitude to Ireland. The 
Brush government could not even act compassionately 
towards the prisoners. Conditions in English prisons ac- 
tually got worse during those 18 months. Our prisoners 
are being used as political hostages. This is proved par- 
uucularly by the way Paddy Kelly is being treated. When 
convicted Paddy Kelly was put into one of the notorious 
special secure units” in an English gaol. He has cancer 
but was given no treatment until his condition became 
life threatening. Only through pressure from many and 
I have to say some unexpected quarters, was he moved 
to Maghaberry prison. He should be released immedi- 
atcly. Paddy Kelly's case was so stark an example of the 
Briush governments grudging and negative attitude that 
it galvanised politicians mght across the political parties 
in the South. And through the knowledge they gained 
hy visiting him in England they also realised how blind 
and ignorant they were about other aspects of this strug- 
gic. There have been many such results from those 18 
months. We must not lose sight of those gains through 
our anger and frustration at those who refused or failed 
to build on the opportunity for lasting peace. We have 
got out our message that partivon has failed. We have 
exposed Briush and Unionist intransigence. We have 
put ihe national question at the top of the political and 
media agenda Britain's role in Ireland has been shown 
to he a negative and destructive one. We have got inter- 
national support for a lasting and just peace in Ireland. 
Never since partition has Britain's occupation of part of 
our country been held up to the spotlight of natonal and 
mternaional opimion. We have to build on all of that 
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Failure of the British 


Our role at this point in our history is crucial. Our 
Strategy for peace has not failed. The process carrying 
it was run into the ground by the Brush government's 
lack of will and bad faith. The Dublin government's 
mishandling of the process and its failure to perform 
its own vital role was disastrous. They allowed the 
Briush government to impose a Unionist agenda on the 
peace process. In the face of opposition mght across 
nauonalist opinion the British and clements of the 
Dublin government gave into the unionist proposals for 
elections and an assembly. These elections have nothing 
to do with the search for peace. They are a ploy to divert 
it. 


This is a Unionist agenda — the structure of these 
elections is essentially unionist. The agenda suggested 
for the June [0th talks is a Unionist one, designed to 
make decommissioning the only item on it. The forum 
proposal is unionist. It denies the very basis of the peace 
process which is inclusive, democratic and set in an al! 
Ireland context. We are opposed to these clections and 
to this forum — there is no need for them, no reason 
why there should not be direct entry into negotiations 
by all parties with a mandate. We would preter not to 
take part in these elections but we wil! not abandon our 
voters. But be sure of this — Sinn Fein will be no part 
of a return to Stormont. 


Rebuilding the Peace Process 


If the peace process is to be rebuilt there will have 
to be clear and specific assurances from the British 
government that negouations will be inclusive. There 
must be no preconditions, no vetos and there must he 
a tmeframe in which negoti ions will be conducted 
The Dublin government must show real resolve and 
hold Britain to its commutments. They cannot allow a 
unionist agenda to be imposed on the peace process But 
in spite of the negativity of the unionist leadership there 
are real and encouraging signs thal among grassroots 
umonism there is an openess developing. Sinn Fein 
members have had contact with community groups and 
with other unionist representatives. We as Republicans 
must whole-heartedly welcome this and play our part 
in helping contact to grow. Unionists must he reassured 
that there is nothing to fear from dialogue, that we neod 
and want thei contribution and involvement in huilding 
a new Ireland that will “cherish al! the children of the 


We are Republicans. It was as Republicans that we 
formed our strategy for peace and it was as Republicans 
that we sought allies in the peace process. Our s.cuggic 
for a united independent Ircland and our commitment 
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to achieving it is stronger than ever. This Easter, as 
at every Easter for 80 years, we look forward with 
confidence in ourselves, in our strength and unity of 
purpose, to a future for ourselves and for all the people 
of Ireland. These commemorations are important and 
this year they take on particular significance. A just and 
lasting peace, a new Ireland, is going to be achieved. 

To mark the 80th Anniversary nationally, a march is 
being organised in Dublin on April 27th. I urge all of 
you to organise in your local areas for this march. The 
message it will send out is that people all over Ireland 
want peace based on justice and democracy, an end to 
division and a realisation of the vision of an Ireland 
proclaimed outside the GPO 80 years ago. 


UK: Irish Republican Party Easter Message 
MS1504114696 (Internet) Alt Politics.British 
in English 13 Apr 96 


{Easter statement by the Ard Comhairle [Executive 
Council) of the Irish Republican Socialist Party [IRSP}, 
delivered Easter 1996; received via internet 14 Apr] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Comrades and friends, once 
more we gather at the grave side of our dead comrades 
to renew our commutment to the struggle for Socialism 
in Ireland. Much has happened in the past twelve months 
since we last gathered here. 


But first we send revolutionary greetings to all our 
comrades who have stood beside us the last twelve 
months. The courage, comradeship and commitment 
is an imspiration to all revoluuonanes worldwide. 


To our prisoners in gaols in Ireland, North and South, 
we send our warmest support and our profound thanks 
for your sacrifices for our movement. We on the outside 
will not desert or forget you, the conscience of our 
movement. 


To the relatives of our dead volunteers and comrades, 
we realise that Easter is a particularly sad time for you, 
and we share your sense of loss and sorrow that anyone 
has had to die. 


It is the stated position of the leadership of this 
movement to try to ensure thal no one else will die 
defending the right of our movement to exist. But 
defend our right. nay our duty, to exist, this we will 
do. We cannot be held responsible for the machinations 
of pseudo-Bnush agents, nor twisied personalities. 


It is a cold fact that every time talented individual so0- 
cialists have organised tus movement along the path of 
revolutionary socialism, they are brutally cut down, in 
what the media refer to as “feuds.” They are no such 


things. They are the response of State- sponsored terror- 


UNITED KINGDOM 13 


ism to a radical working class movement, and are con- 
scious allempts to prevent the growing of a revoluuon- 
ary socialist movement. It was for such a movement that 
Gino Gallagher lived and died. We profoundly mourn, 
both for personal and political reasons, his death. 


Gino personified all that was revoluuonary about our 
movement. In umes of war he had no hesitauon in using 
the weapons of war to take the fight to the heart of the 
enemy, but he did so not in any mindless militaristic 
fashion, but as a logical extension of his politics. 


In the aftermath of the IRA cease fire, Gino espoused 
the political road and almost single-handedly brought 
this movement to a clear political understanding of 
the weakness of the “peace strategy” He was an 
implacable opponent of that strategy and after assuming 
the leadership of our movement, began to clearly both 
democratise and re-politicise this movement. He was 
prepared to travel anywhere, meet with anyone, and 
debate everywh..c in an effort to build up a poliucal 
opposition to the nationalist consensus that depended 
on the goodwill of the world’s superpower. 


Gino was a socialist had no truck with impenalism. 
He was prepared to engage in dialogue with everyone, 
but the representatives of the British Government, in 
order to hammer home the message of the Republican 
Socialist Movement, that the peace process was fatally 
flawed, and that only the power of the working class in 
Ireland was capable of liberating that class itself. 


Gino's death was a tragedy for all of us, but it has 
stecled us to go on and organise in an open and 


principled fashion, and to forge a mighty weapon of 
a democratic, open, and revolutionary party. 


Let us now spell out clearly our attitude to the current 
politcal process. We do not advocate or encourage 
a return to war. However, it is our view that the 
decision by the INLA [Insh National Liberation Army] 
leadership to place its volunteers on standby, ready to 
respond to attacks both on our movement and on the 
northern nationalist working class, was fundamentally 
correct. Defence and retaliation at this moment is the 
only position a revolutionary body can adopt. This 
position poses no threat to the Protestant working class. 
Whilst we are in total politcal opposition to loyalism, 
we recognise that our main enemy is imperialism, and 
we will not be sxde-tracked into the nasty sectarian war 
that elements of the British establishment are so eager 
to see. This movement will only respond to attacks. It 
will not, nor has it in the past twenty months, iniuated 
offensive actions. It has adhered to a no first strike 


strategy. 
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As Republicans we abhor sectarianism and as Socialists 
we are searching for ways by which the working classes 
on the island of Ireland can live without animosity to 
each other. We believe that thal, ulumately, will be best 
achieved by the establishment of a Socialist Republic. 
We are, as a united movement, however, prepared to 
discuss our aims and objectives with others in a frank, 
open, and honest fashion. It is our belief that in the 
current fluid poliucal situation, unless there is open 
dialogue involving all the elements involved in the 
conflict, then catastrophe faces the working class. To 
the political leadership of those who claim to speak for 
the Protestant working classes. we repeal what we have 
said since last June, sit down and talk with us. Only 
dialogue can prevent the almost relentless drift back to 
a nightmare sectarian scenario. The ball ts in your court. 


As to the farcical talks/electoral process, let us say 
what we have repeated al! along. We don't trust the 
British Government, and we are not in the least amazed 
that they have adopted a unionist agenda. We said that 
they were unionists all along. They are an so is the 
current leadership of the British Labour Party. Unless 
republicans recognise this and act accordingly, then we 
will all face a severe political defeat. We also predicted 
the collapse of the political house of cards built up 
by the Hume/Adams approach. As socialists we cannot 
endorse a pan-nauionalist alliance. 


Now, there are elections with Brush approved parties. 
Is this the road Sinn Fein want to go down? If 
things stay as they are, then any party fighung that 
elecuon condones the marginalisation of our party, 
the Irish Republican Socialist Party which has been 
systematically excluded by now both the British and 
insh Governments. Not only are we excluded, but so 
also are other valid political points of view. Big Brother 
is alive and well, and living in the British Government. 


We will not be dictated to by a foreign Government 
as to whether we an participate or not in elections in 
our own country. Let us now see, out of all the other 
political parties, who really are the democrats. Will they 
defend our right to be different, to be politically opposed 
to the politics of the peace process’? Or will political 


expediency keep their conscience quiet” 


There is another road to cither a return to full scale 
war, or rebuilding the nationalist consensus. It is the 
road that the Republican Socialist Movement has been 
advocating since May 1995. It is our plan B, the one 
we took to independent republicans and socialists last 
summer, and tried to build a consensus for a radical 
non-violent mass movement hased on the needs of the 
working classes in Ireland. Part of that plan involved 
the establishment of a Labour sponsored Forum, where 





FBIS-WEU-96-073 
15 April 1996 


the representatives of the unofficial armed groups could 
meet without precondiuons and begin the dialogue that 
we recognise is essenual if the interests of the workers 
are to be paramount. 


It is not too late, nor can it ever be too late, to forge a 
radical alternative to the sad sorry mess we now endure. 
We call on radicals and republicans, on socialists and 
class conscious workers to initiate internal talks about 
the best way for a radical alternative. We ourselves 
believe this might be best achieved by working towards 
the establishment of a Republican Congress type body. 
Bul we are of so afrogant as to believe that we alone 
know the way forward. We don't parucularly want to 
be the drivers of any bus, but we do have a part to play 
and we say, not only to the other dissidents with the 
peace process, but also to all the establishment parties 
in Ireland, the Republican Socialist Movement is and 
will be a permanent fixture of the Irish political scene. 
We have a part to play and play it we will, 


If the INLA is part of the problem, it has to be part of 
the solution. If Richard Spring, foreign minister in the 
26 county coalition, thinks that decisions of the INLA 
to adopt a position of defence and retaliation is an “act 
of madness” then let him have the political courage to 
aruculate that to the IRSP face-to-face. He has talked 
to the loyalists, now it is still not too late to talks to the 
IRSP. We are ready. 


Comrades, before we leave this spot, think what we 
commemorate. Republicans throughout the world ac- 
knowledge the magnificent achievement of the insur- 
gents of 1916. A mere handful of revolutionaries took 
up arms against the world’s largest imperialist power. 
They began the anti-colonial movement that lead to the 
liberation of millions throughout the world. The task 
they began has not been completed. Much remains to be 
done. We here will do our part. We salute the memory 
of James Connolly. We salute the volunteers of 1916 
They were revoluvonanes, they were internationalists, 


they were Republicans. 


Can we be anything less? Renew here your commit- 
ment to the radical non-sectarian tradition of Irish Re- 
publicanism, to the red blooded socialism of Connolly 
and Costello. Salute the courage of Ta and Gino, the 
organising skills of Miriam Daly and Noel Lyttle, the 
enthusiasm and dedication of Ronnie Bunting, and the 
sacnfices of all our comrades and supporters, both liv- 
ing and dead, too numerous to mention. 


Comrades, let us leave here united, determined, and 
rededic ated to the struggle for the liberation of the Irish 
working class. 
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UK: UUP Condemns Election List Restrictions 
MS1564113196 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
I2 Apr py 


[Report by Gerry Monarty: “Bnush May “Tweak’ NI 
Elecuon Rules’ } 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Belfast — There may well be 
“tweaking” of the ground rules for the Northern Ireland 
clecuons im May, the Northern Ireland Office [NIO} has 
said. 


Small changes to the original proposals — in deference 
to the concerns of various partes, a NIO spokesman said 
— .f¢ expected when the Brush government makes its 
final decision on regulations for the elections. 


The spokesman said the decision would probably be 
made at the end of the week. 


Meanwhile, there was further criucism yesterday of 
the British government's proposal to restrict to 15 the 
number of parues which can contest the May 30th 
clecuon, with a number of legal challenges threatened. 


The Ulster Unionist Party [UUP] has described as 
“fundamentally unsatisfactory” the restricted list and the 
suggested designation of individuals within each party 
who could put forward the lists of candidates, and who 
would nominate teams to all-party negotiations. 


The UUP accused the British government of taking a 
guixouc decision in suggesting a “totally novel electoral 
system . 

Groups such as the IRSP [expansion unknown), Repub- 
lican Sinn Fein [RSF] and the Peace People should not 
he excluded, the UUP added. “We hold no bref for the 
IRSP or RSF, but we see no ground on which they can 
in principle be distinguished from Sinn Fein. 


“It is probably the case that they have litte or no 
support, Dut is this any different from the position of, 
say, the Natural Law Party’ Nor, with the inclusion of 
the latter party, can the objective be that of maimtaining 
the dignity and integnty of the electoral process, the 
UUP sand 
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Meanwhile, a Belfast-based unionist academic and for- 
mer member of Mr William Craig's Vanguard Party in 
the 1970s says he will take a case to the European Court 
of Human Rights if the British government refuses to 
amend the ground rules for the May 30th clecuons. 


Prof Lindsay Kennedy claims the proposed regulations 
which would allow only 15 designated partes to contest 
the election are in breach of the preamble and six arucles 
of the European Convenuon on Human Rights. 


The 72-year-old reured professor of modern history has 
written to the Briush Prime Minister, Mr John Mayor, 
saying the rules for the election “are an incredible 
affront to natural justice’. 


Prof Kennedy was dismissive of the Brush govern- 
ment’s justification for the restricted list of eligible par- 
ues. The government said it was motivated by the “need 
to avoid very long lists of parues, many new to voters, 
which might serve to confuse”. 


“It ts an old argument, which in the past has been used 
only by apologists for one-party totalitarian states such 
as those presided over by Comrade Stalin or President 
Idi Amin,” said the professor, who wants to contest the 
elecuon. 


The IRSP is also taking legal advice on whether it 
should mount a legal challenge to its proposed exclusion 
from the election. “Who do these people think they 
are telling us who can qualify to stand in elections in 
our own country?” asked a party spokesman, Mr Kevin 
McQuillan. 


The Belfast-based Campaign for Economic Equality 
described the designated list as an “insidious and 
insulung extension of the abuse of civil liberties, human 
rights and freedom of speech’. 


The campaign said it is to afrange a mecting of 
individuals and groups to organise a challenge to the 
clecuon through the Belfast High Court, the European 
Court of Human Rights and the International Court of 
Justice. 
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Germany: Tietmeyer Views Exchange Rate 
Adjustments in EMU 

AU 1304174596 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 13 Apr 96 pil 


[Report by “ink”: “Tiewmeyer: Limited Role for Inter- 
venuon | 


(FBIS Translated Text) Frankfur/Main, 12 Apr — In a 
system that regulates the relauonship between the Euro 
and the currencies of those countries that do not par- 
ucipate in the European economic and monetary union 
[EMU] right from the start, intervention may play only 
a secondary and limited role. This was pointed out by 
Bundesbank President Hans Tietmeyer in Zurich, one 
day before the beginning of the meeting of the European 
finance ministers and central bank chiefs in Verona. In 
addition, necessary exchange rate adjustments must not 
be turned into political issues. The Council of Gover- 
nors of the European Monetary Institute is also think- 
ing of differentiating according to individual countries 
in shaping the exchange rate relations. Purthermore Ti- 
etmeyer came out in favor of making more specific the 
stability pact, which Finance Minister Theo Waigel has 
suggested and which will also be an issue at the meet- 
ing in Verona. Clear, if possible, automatically effective 
rules with sanctions would be helpful if a country vio- 
lates the fiscal limits set down in the Maastricht Treaty. 
The Bundesbank president added that the employment 
problems in Europe cannot be solved solely by the sin- 
gle market and the single currency. He regretied that 
Switzerland does not participate in the EMU. However, 
one should not give up hope. “What is not yet reality 
may become reality in the future.” Regarding the Ger- 
man interest rates, he said that they are close to their 
historical low point. For Germany as an industrial loca- 
won it is neither short-term nor long-term interest rates 
that are the problem. Potential reductions of the interest 
rates by the Bundesbank must be thought out well and 
must take place under the proper circumstances. The 
Federal Government has set down the cornerstones of 
the tax and rate policy planned for the next few years 
and is striving to reduce the state quota to the level be- 
fore reunification by the year 2000. Now it is important 
to implement these decisions and to find the political 
majonties for that, Tietmeyer said. 


Germany: Rexrodt Urges East Europe To Remove 
Trade Barriers 

AU 1304154096 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 

in German 12-13 Apr 96 p12 


[Report by “hjk": “Rexrodt Calls For Dismantling of 
Hurdles”) 

(FBIS Translated Text) Leipzig — Economics Minister 
Guenter Rexrodt has called on the countries of central 
and eastern Europe to rapidly dismantle exisung obsta- 
cles to trade and investment. This is the only way in 
which the common goal of a Europe thal is united in 
liberty, economically stable, and successful in the con- 
text of international competion can be attained, said the 
minister, speaking in Leipzig on Wednesday [10 April). 


Rexrodt issued his appeal al a meeting attended by 10 
of his counterparts from central and eastern Europe, in 
connection with the opening of the new Leipzig Fair site 
and the BDI [Federation of German Industry] economics 
congress on “The Global Economy in Transition — The 
Role of the New Europe.” The fact that the private 
sector in the reformist countries of the former East 
Bloc has become the driving force behind economic 
development holds out new opportunities for eastern and 
western Europe, said the economics minister. Germany 
is already benefiting: German trade with central and 
eastern European countries that have already concluded 
association agreements with the EU rose by 22 percen' 
in 1995. The countries accounted for almost 10 percent 
of German foreign investment. 


Rexrodt assured his colleagues that there was a great 
deal of understanding in the West for transformation- 
related problems in the East. The necessary adjustments 
are very anful in some instances. Nevertheless, there 
is no alternative to a free market opening up and the 
advancement of a reform course. The minister called 
on the countries of central and castern Europe to resist 
the temptation to close off markets or to preserve old 
structures by means of subsidies. 


Rexrodt said that current impediments to trade and in- 
vestment include the poor infrastructure, a cumbersome 
and sluggish bureaucracy, the slow rate of privatizauon, 
an underdeveloped banking system, constant changes of 
direction regarding taxation policy, and difficulties re- 
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lated to the acquisition of land. High crime rates and 
demands for protecuon moncy were also discouraging. 


Rexrodt received support from BDI President Hans Olaf 
Henkel and Francois Perigot, the head of the Union 
of Industnal and Employers’ Confederations of Eurcne 
[Unice}]. Henkel pointed out that Germany already 
exports as much to the countries of central and castern 
Europe as it does to the United States. He said: “There 
is an cnormous degree of potenual that we can tap here 
on our very doorstep. If we don’t do it, then others will.” 
Perngot said that he was fully convinced of the need for 
the EU to expand castward, and called on the countries 
of central and castern Europe to raise environmental, 
health, and social welfare standards to prevent dumping 
prices. 


Marck M. Siwec, state minister in the Office of the 
President of the Republic of Poland, pointed out that 
the countnes of central and eastern Europe had enjoyed 
varying degrees of success in developing free market 
economies. Poland had already progressed quite far with 
its reforms, which can no longer be reversed. As proof 
of confidence in the Polish economy, he cited the fact 
that foreign investment had risen to $4 billion in 1995. 
He described the “dynamusm of people who almost have 
a hunger for business” as the Polish contribution to the 
modernization and globalizauon of the enure European 
economy. Siwec said that there were plans to simplify 


tariffs and to implement agricultural reforms. 


Addressing the BDI congress, Grigoriy Napolov, chair- 
man of the Russian Federation State Committee for In- 
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dustrial Policy, called for greater industrial Cooperation 
between western and castern Europe instead of a sim- 
ple trade in goods. Industrial dovetailing would cnabic 
Russia to achieve stable economi development, which 
also lies in the interest of western Europe. 


Napolov asked the West io be patient with its demands 
for lower customs tariffs. They could only be reduced 
in line with the extext io which the Russian cconomy 
becomes more competitive, he said. The West needed 
35 years to achieve today’s standards, so Russia should 
also be given more ume to effect economuc change, he 
added. 


Napolov urged former partner countnes in central and 
eastern Europe to revive economic contacts with Russia 
to prevent Russia's isolauon. According to Napolov, 
Russia hopes to attract investment totaling $50 billion 
by reforming legislation governing investment. 


Rexrodt, the ministers from the central and eastern Euro- 
pean states, Saxony’s Economics Minister Kayo Schom- 
mer, and Cornelia Wohlfarth, chairman of the fair man- 
agement, agreed to set up a permanent bureau for pro- 
moting East-West contacts in Leipzig. Wohifarth wel- 
comed the move as an important step toward develop- 
ing Leipzig as an East-West center: “The wide-ranging 
offers of cooperation that are availabie at the Leipzig 
fair can serve to further the development of competi- 
tive structures in the countries of central and castern 


Europe. 
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France: Foreign Ministry on Li Peng Visit, Middle 
East 


BR1204134096 (Internet) French Murustry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 11 Apr 9% 


(Daily press briefing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt to unidentified journalists at the 
Foreign Ministry in Paris on 11 April) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omutted' 

China 


Journalist] What did Mr. de Charette and Mr. Qian 
Qichen talk about’ 
(Rummeihardt) [passage omitted) Obviousiy they talked 
about all the major issues and | can tell you that the main 
topics broached included the situation in Asia, especially 
in the Korean peninsula. They also talked about the 
future of Hong Kong, nuclear nonproliferation, and in 
particular the treaty banning nuclear explosions. Mr. 
de Charette also spoke about human nights. I shal! not 
elaborate further on these various issues. 


Journalist} Is there a difference of opinion regarding 
the CTBT (Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty]? 


[Rummelhardt} It was agreed that there is a need to 
reach an agreement very quickly and to ensure thal 
the negouations currently underway in Geneva yield 
concrete results. 

[Journalist] What about Hong Kong” 


{Rummethardt} As | said, I shall not further elaborate 
on the various issues. I have told you which topics were 
raised. 


(Journalist) Regarding the CTBT, is China still opposed 
to the zero option? 


[Rummethardt} That is something you must ask the 
Chinese. 


Journalist] Was the question of the zero option raised” 


[Rummethardi} Yes, but as | just said, I shall not 
elaborate on this any further. 


Journalist] How would you describe this discussion? 


[Rummethardt) lt was a discussion between two foreign 
munisters of countries thal are permanent members of 
the UN Security Council and who were meeting for the 
fourth time since the beginning of the year. 


Journalist} What does that mean’ 


[Rummethardt} There is a desire on both sides for 


political, diplomatic, and strategic dialogue. This fits in 
the framework of our strategic partnership with China. 
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[Journalist] Have differences of opimon regarding hu- 
man rights affected Ue relevant commercial contracts’ 


{[Rummelhardt} | would lke to poimt out that the 
contracts were signed. 


[Journalist] Wes there an effect” 


{Rummelhardt}] Did | announce any contracts thal were 
not signed” 
{Journalist} What about the future’ 


Rumme lhardi] Negotiations are sull underway between 
French and Chinese companies, between companies and 
companies of various other countries. These negotia- 
tions are developing at their own pace and al some stage 
or another they will draw to a close. They are negou- 
auons regarding trade and cach set of acgouations has 
its own pace. What | can say is that yesterday, im the 
presence of the two prime munisters, a certain number 
of contracts were concluded. 


{Journalist} There have been no negative effects’ 
{[Rummelhardt} | do not see any. 


{Journalist} Were human nghts only discussed between 
the two foreign ministers’ 


{[Rummethardt} No, because they were also discussed 
with Mr. Li Peng. If no toast was proposed mt was 
because a difference of opinion between the Chinese 
and the French regarding the mention of human nghts 


had crystallized. 


Generally speaking, the Prench leaders talk to their 
dialogue partners about human nights. We do so not 
only with the Chinese, but with everyonc. i is a general 
attitude of France's and one with which all our partners 
are familiar. That is why it would be out of character 
for us to desist from our customary discussion of this 
topic with any one particular partner 


Middle Fast 


Journalist} Do you have any reaction to the Israch 
operauons in Lebanon’ 


{Rummethardt) France is deeply committed to support. 


ing people's nights to security, as it is to respecting na- 
uons’ terriornal integnty and sovereignty 


France deeply regrets the current spiral of violence im 
southern Lebanon. France deplores the fact that rocket 
attacks have targeted Israch: civilians and that air raids 
have struck Lebanese Army positions and the suburbs 
of Besrut. France calls upon all the parties concerned to 
show restraint. The current tension in southern Lebanon 
is worrying. It shows once again the need to apply 
UN Security Council Resolution 425. as the Prench 
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president recently reiterated in Beirut. France wants 
negouations to he launched as soon as possible between 
Israel and Lebanon. France is prepared to assist in this. 


(Journalist) You say that the situation is worrying. What 
doses thal mean? 


{(Rummelhardt| ht shows thal we ae worned. 


[Journalist] Are you im touch with the Israch and 
Lebanese authorues’ 


[Rummeihardt} We are constantly in touch. We have 
embassies. 


(Journalist; How are you indicating your concern? 


{[Rummelhardt} Our concern 1s indicated by what I just 
told you. 


{Journalist} Yesterday Mr. Peres stated that he would 
refuse to show restraint. 


{Rummelhardt} Today a noon we are calling for re- 
strajat. 

Journalist} What kind of negouations do you want to 
see between Israci and Lebanon” 


{Rummelhardt} We want the negotuations between Israel 
aad Lebanon to start as soon as possible. 


LJowr -list] Negotiations with a view to applying UN 
resolution 425 of to achieve peace between the two 
countries’? 

{Rummelhardt} To ensure that the current tension be- 
comes less of a worry. 


{Journalist} Do you believe thal negotiations can start 
before Israel accepts Resolution 425? 


[Rummethardt] We are calling for the application of 
Resolution 425. 


[Journalist] How is France ready to contribute toward a 
peace agreement” 
[Rummelhardt) it is ready to assist, it is a Question 
of making ourselves availabic. If French assistance 
was needed, we would look into the situation with a 
view to ensuring that this assistance contributed to the 
establishment of peaceful relauom and the stahilizavon 
of the situation between Israc! and Lebanon. 


However, | cannot tell you in advance what form of 
assistance Prance might offer because the parties must 
first hear cach others’ side of the argument and ask 
us to do something. This something must then appear 
feasible to us before we could go ahead and provide any 
such assistance. What | am now highlighting is Prance’s 
disposition to provide assistance and you will note that 
there are not many Countries that are similarly disposed: 
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Yemen-Eritrea 


[Journalist] Is there anything new between Yemen and 
Entrea’ 


[Rummethardt) At the request of the parucs involved, 
namely Yemen and Entrea, as well as the UN secretary 
general, Egypt, Saudi Arata, and Ethiopia, we launched 
a process aimed al proposing a mechanism to Eritrea and 
Yemen thal would enable them to settle their dispute in 


a peaceful manner. 


This process, "he further refinement of this mechanism, 
is still going on. it Las not yet been ratified by the two 
perues in question. | dunk that we will have to wait 
and see whether the process ends in success, in other 
words with the relevant two countnes’ acceptance of 
the proposed mechanism, or failure, with the atiempt 
being made at the request of the countries concerned, 
an attempt enabling them to setile their dispute in a 
peaceful manner. 


[Journalist] Has Eritrea responded to the clarifications 
which you sent them recently’ 


{Rummethardt] The process of examining and develop- 
ing this mechanism for reaching a peaceful setiement 
is sull under way. 


Liberia 


[Journalist] Do you have any comments on the situation 
in Liberia’ 


(Rummelhardt) Unfortunaiely, there is no notable im- 
provement in the situation. The evacuation of foreign- 
crs is Continuing, thanks to the resources made available 
by the United States. | would like to seize this oppor- 
tunity to salute its action in this respect. Regarding the 
French citizens still in Liberia following the departure 
of those who have been evacuated by the Americans, 
there would appear to be 15 such persons still un Liberia, 
mostly members of NGO's [nongovernmental organiza- 
tions) like Action Internationale Contre la Faim [Inter- 
national Action Against Hunger) (AICF) and Medecins 
Sans Frontieres [Doctors Without Borders) (MSF) and 
two or three families. As you know, Prance has not had 
an embassy in Monrovia since 1990, and we are staying 
in contact with the Americans, with MSF and ACIF in 
Paris, and with the families in Monrovia. 


(Journalist) What is the French position regarding the 
discussions in New York with a view to imposing 
sanctions on Sudan” 


{[Rummethardt) Discussions are underway in the Secu- 
rity Council. We are participating in these discussions 
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and must wait and see how they turn out. Generally 
speaking, we ae not in favor of measures involving 


unilateral embargoes. 


France: De Charette Interviewed on Li Peng Visit 


LD1 30420519 Pans France-2 Television Network 
in French 2210 GMT 12 Apr — 


{interview with French Forcign Minister Herve de 
Charette by Claude Serillon is: the studio in Pans: live 
— from the “Geopolis” program] 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Sernilon) Hello. On the 
occasion of Chinese Premucr Li Peng’s visit to Paris, 
we have decided to devote this “Geopolis’ program 
to relations between France and China. lt appears that 
France is in the process of rediscovering China and 
above all the immense market represented by | 3 billion 
people and beyond China there 1s Asia. 


Mr. Herve de Charetic, | will be discussing with you 
Franco- Chinese relauions — economic, commercial, 
political, human, and also trade and human rights 
problems. [passage omutied} 


Mr. de Charetic, | would like to discuss with you first 
of all the economic and political aspects. What, in your 
view, is the nature of the tradivon of relations between 
France and China’ 


[De Charette] It is mutual interest. President Giscard 
d'Estaing whom we heard there 4 moment ago spoke 
about the Eurasian continent and he noted that our two 
countries are al the two opposite ends of the world. We 
have had a historical interest, an attraction, a fas ination 
for China. 


[Serillon} De Gaulle, Giscard, Mitterrand — they all 
spoke about the continuity of this tradivon. 


[De Charette] Absolutely, because we have a mutual 
interest in developing our political, economic, and other 
interests. These days the Chinese have an interest in 
having other partners besides their US. partner with 
whom, moreover, they are having politcal difficultes. 
as everyone knows. Al the same time, we have an 
interest, an immense interest. in being present in this 
Asia which is just awakening. 


[Serilion} Let us be specific. The reality of our trade is 
not that good, is i? Our presence there is not that great’ 


[De Charette] That's right. We have, in fact, almost no 
presence in that immense economic and human space 
which Asia represents — China. Japan. Southeast Asia 
In Asia our share of the market is |_7 percent. We have 
a 1.7 percent share in the Chinese market, which is 
in rapid development, because all those countnes have 
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a growth rate which varies between 7 percent as in 
Indonesia, and 10 percent as in China. 


[Serilion} So why is that? Is m a language probicm, a 
culture problem, are we attracted too much towards the 
West than towards Asia’ 


[De Charette] Well to give you am indxaton: The 
normal figure would be 6 percent, because France's 
share of world markets is 6 percent, so our presence 
there should be a little more than three umes what it 1 


So why is our presence there not strong enough’ Let 
me give you two explanauons. First the major French 
compames do go there, they do not go there quite a 
much as they should in my view, but they do go 


Serillon] Are you talking about nuclear power, cars’ 


[De Charette] Yes, and in the sphere of banking and 
finance, you can find the tig French groups there in 
a whole series of large ficlds — major French putix 
utility companies, for cxample Alcatel, are presen! is 
Southeast Asia. But beyond that we have @ sere, of 
PMEs [petites ct moyennes entreprises —  simall and 
medium- sized businesses]. In Germany the average 
PME employs 00-400 people, while in France the 
average PME employs 100. Naturally, this 1s another 
level of capacity which has to go out and conquer the 
world. Our businesses tend to be smaller and they have 
the impression that it is all very fa away, complicated. 
difficult, and costly. 


[Serilion] Isn't this, frankly speaking, more than we 
can manage’ France has S& millon people, and China 
has 1.3 billion. Would ut not be the nght level to try 
to have European businesses dealeng with China rather 
than France all alone in its corner trying to draw up 
trade plans in rivalry with our own European partners. 
to compete with the Italians and Germans over there, 


for cxampie” 


[De Charette} Yes, well that's life. What you are saying 
iS partly correct bul also partly incorrect, if | may 
say so. The correct part is that in global relations, in 
political relavons particularly but dso sometimes in 
the economuc field, the Asians are secking not France, 
Germany, aly, or Spain as partners, they are secking 
Europe. What they know is Europe and what they we 
looking for as partners is the European Union so, from 


holding a dialogue But at 
know cach of our 


not 
individual Countries very well, bul what they do know 
I am talkang about public opimion in Asia and the major 
population groups. is Europe 
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past few years. Well, Jacques Chirac has decided to 
present in Asia [passage omutied) 

[Serilion] There is a specific problem in that part of 
the world: Tz,wan. Prance has sold weapons there, is it 


going to Carry oul these contracts becaus: we ae a 
country which respects its signature and its word. 
[Serillon} Even if Li Peng comes to Paris to tell you to 
stop” 

[De Charette] If contracts have Prance’s signature on 
them, they have Prance’s signature. The signature of 
France is something very respectable to which we are 
completely committed. 

[Serillon} But doesn’t this make it difficult to develop 
trade? 

[De Charette] No. Prance’s signature is respected and it 
will comtunue to be respected. A moment ago we saw the 
pictures of Mr. Balladur, when he was prime minister, 
going to China A joint Chinese-Prench statement was 
signed on 12 January 1994 which sets out the rules by 
which we operatic. We agreed, in fact, to exercise the 
utmost restraint — thal was the very expression used — 
in this matter of arms sales to Taiwan. 


[Serilion} So that means there will not be any more arms 
sale,” 


[De Charette} What it means is that we will exercise the 
utmost restraint. 


[Serillon) Is it easy to convince Prench investors to go 
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partners who are so different from you if Go nol try to 
understand thew psychology. the way they operatic. 


[Serilion) Bul um is very difficull w understand the 
communist admunistravon, the Chinese regime, isn't 11” 


[De Charette] Yes of cours. and that complicates the 
task for those who want to go out there and conquer the 
Chinese world. 

[Serillon}] What do you say to your Chinese colleagues’ 
Do you tell them to liberalize thei organization a intic 
to make it casier for investors, banks, and businesspeo- 
ple? 

[De Charette] Yes of course, but they will make thew 
decisions without wang for me. This liberalization, 
this economic opening- up in China has been under 
way for quite a few years now. It is reflected by very 
significa at changes in the coastal areas bul the changes 
apply across the country [passage omutted) 


[Serilion] With the liberal policy that you have, is i 
easy to Go vusiness with the communists’ 


[De Charette] It is not only with the communists. That 
is not how | would pul it. As | was saying a moment 
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What « seceded uw apother atutude. We need to ask 
what can and what should a government like the French 
Goverament do and look in these circumstances at what 
the others do 


[Seniion} The other European countnes’ 


[De Charette] Yes, the other European counties and 
what the United States does, for cxampic. | know you 
we going to tell me that | ieke to talk about wade but 
ict me take a simple cxample - arcraft. Al the moment 
there are about 200 Chinese wrcraft fying out of the 200 
or 250 that China has. Out of these 250, 93 percent are 
Bocings. If we say that Airbus has a §0-percent share of 
the world aviabon market, then thal situation is a little 
strange. Therefore we have to protect our interests and 
i dunk we ae doing the mght thing. 


But let me come back to the human nghts issue. I think 
a country such as ours, like all the European countries 
and the countnes which cherish freedom, should never 
— never — renege on principles. We, like others, are 
commutied to a cerlain sumber of valucs, universal 
values. There is French continuity and unaninity on 
that pount, these arc values and principles by which we 
ive and there is no question of us reneging on them. 


[Serilion] We gei the impression, however, that human 
nghts « more fashionable but that it is not the priority 
im your discussion 


[De Charette] You would be wrong to think that. These 
we weues which we must talk about with the Chinese 
and with others 


|Serion} But how should you discuss these things’ 
Should you use the Balladur approach — discreet, 
matter-of-fact and do not ruffle them — of should 
you use a more up-front approach as, for example, 
Pressdemt Mitterrand did in Moscow when he talked 
about Sakharov. What ts your method’ Is it a new or 


Pragmatic approach’ 


[De Charette] | think one can combine firmness of prin- 
ciple with the quest for a certain pragmatic effective- 
ness. | have just sand that we should not renege in any 
way on our principles and when | went to China and 
spoke with my counterpart Chinese Foreign Minister 
(Ran Uichen, | spoke abort that. | was received by Li 
Peng and naturally | discussed this with him. We have 
© talk about a to dispel any dou about our line. We 
have to he very straightforward and very clear. 


|Serilion) There is Tiananmen Square, the repression of 
the students and the dissadents, and there is also Tihet 
These ate two subjects which make the Chinese very 


angry 
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[De Charette] Yes, we value the distunctveness of the 
population, the culture, and the history of Tibet whuch, 
we bebeve, should be respected. In other words. you 
have to talk bul, af the same ume as we talk about this, 
it 1s also important to sce whetha we cannot nudge 
forward a change which 1s taking place in China 


[Seriion] What do you mean’ 


[De Charette] Let me explain. There is the cconomx 
change which we spoke about a while ago. Tha 
inevitably has and will have is comsegucnces im the 
way rmghts ae exercised in China 


Serillon] So you we subordinating talk about human 
nights to some sort of success in our cconomac presence’ 


[De Charette] Now, | am not subordinaung u. What | 
am saying is that Chinese cconomx development, which 
is extremely intense, has already had and will certainly 
continue to have conseguences in the way mghts wc 
exercised in China 


[Serilion} So your line is one which shows a clear 
change in French diplomacy. Basically we are saying for 
the first ume: Let's establish a presence, let's develop a 
market, let's get the economy moving, and everything 
else comes after that’ 


[De Charette) No, no, I'm afrad I'm not making myself 
understood properly. | do not tunk that the intensity of 
the French economic presence has an influence on the 
way buman rights evolve in China | thonk that truly 
Chinese development, in other words the move towatds 
the market economy, and it was not us who made thal 


Serilon. interrupting] A higher living standard, yobs’ 


[De Charette) Yes, and the appearance of a maket 
cconomy, that is what is happening in China today, that 
development inevitably has important Consequences on 
relavons between people, and on relavons hetween the 
leadership and the people, and | repeat i 1s not we who 
will change that. It 1s the decimons taken by the Chinese 
themselves which will have consequences im the years 
to come. I think we have to speed up this change, which 
iS & positive one, as far as we can and try to nudge i 
forward and, of course, remind them of our principles 
and even insist on oMaming results [passage omitted) 


[Serilion) Is i correct to thunk that since our dyplomacy 
is basically very much subject to economa constants, 
there are some dictators you can view more often than 
others? It 1s casser to viset Li Peng than Saddam Musayn. 
$0 isn't (us a case of Gowhic standards’ 


[De Charette) No 
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[Sention} For cxample we take a very dim view about 
certain Coups d ctat in Africa, don't we? We pomt the 
finger at Coups d ctais saying they are a bad thing. 


clears. We we making our aid Conditional on the shift 


European Union have a common line in thal respect and 
it is a lone which does not vary from one country to the 
next 


If you are asking me if I have more influence over a 
small country than a tig one, | admit the truth: yes, I 
do have more influence over a small country than a tig 
one — that is there for all to see 


{Sernilion} A quesuon which follows on from my carher 
one: Do you heheve in the effecuveness of an embargo, 
for example, to force a country to modify its democratic 
structures” 


[De Charette} In this respect the experience is, alas, not 
very encouraging. for two reasons. Exher because the 
embargo does not work, which ts the case nine mes out 
of 10. In the Former Yugoslavia we put an embargo on 
Seria which did, in the long run, have some effect but 
the effect was nonetheless very relauve So embargoes 
do not always work for techmecal reasons. People find 
ways through the holes in the net and they don't always 
work. 


The second reason is thus: When you are dealing with 
a4 country which is very determina, i ignores the 
embargo. That is the case with Irag, which is typical 
There is an embargo, it is operating. it must be sand, 
i an imperfect manner but it is having very difficult 
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consequences for the population and the rag: leaders 
we rather unconcerned abou! Gis: aspect of things. So 
M&S Quite Complicated, but | repeal thal we should not 
give up because something 1s complicated 


it is out of the quesuon for a great country like France. 
which has commutted itself out of princeple to values 
of universal importance which we Debeve have made 
a decisive contributon to ou history, « is out of 
the quesuon for us to renege on these. | also believe 
thal contributing to tus means speaking. talking, and 
occasionally condemning and someumes also engaging 
in dialogue. 

[Serilion} So we had to receive Li Peng’ 


[De Charette] That is part of the cuchanges between 
heads of state and government, which have a long 
history. 


[Serilion}] So you ae not bothered by the presence of 
Li Peng in Paris? 


[De Charette} I went to Beipng: | met Li Peng and | met 
the Chinese President Jiang Zemin. As you know, Jiang 
Zemun has been to Paris. Now it ts Li Peng’s turn A 
great country like France docs not make chonces about 
to whom it talks. 


[Serilion}] | would like to thank you for all your 
explanations about our relations with China. You are 
a great fan of Asia, aren't you. Are you more at case in 
Asia than in the United States, for cxampic’ 


[De Charette] No, not at all. The Americans are a 
wonderful people and there is still in France a vitality 
for the American dream which is very strong but i is 
truce that | am a little worned to see that there is in 
France more concern than hope when we look towards 
Asia. | am convinced that there is much more hope 
for Prance’s future and for its economic and political 
blossoming and power and there is nothing to fear So 
we must go for it. | hope that they are listenmng to us and 
watching me and that they remember this. Asia has 1 
pluses and minuses. There is more than just Western. 
style democracies and that is the truth. Extracdmarily 
important things are happening v hich will change the 
face of the world in the next 20 years. We must go out 
and win over Asia. 


|Serniion} Thank you. 


France: PRC's Li Peng on Promoting Bilateral 
Trade 

BRI204124206 Paris AFP on French 

1148 GMT 12 Apr % 


[PBIS Translated Text) Par, 12 Apr (AFP) — China 
will take “energetic measures to reduce its Custom 
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Cyprus: Kliridhis Easter Message Hopes for 
Reunification 

NC1 304174396 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1615 GMT 13 Apr 9% 

[President Glavkos Klindhis’ Easter Message— 


recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Good Evening. In a few hours 
we will celebrate Christ's resurrection. We celebrate the 
passage from suffering to salvation, from salvation to 


redempuon. 


Christians all over the world draw patience, courage, 
decisiveness and hope from the message of Christ's 
resurrection. It is a message teaching us that finally 
Christianity’s principles and values, which are very 
ancient and are intended for all people, will prevail. 


This message of optumism, which is the main message 
of resurrecuon, is especially important today for us here 
in Cyprus, where the Turkish invasion, the continuous 
occupation, and the Turkish side's intransigence have 
obliged us to climb our own Golgotha for 21 continuous 
years. Our resurrection will also come. The resurrection 
of Cypriot Hellenism will come with our own decisive- 
ness, wisdom, and responsibility and with Christ's help. 


I have no doubt that our resurrection will be a soluuon 
healing all current wounds caused by Atula [Turkish 
troops in Cyprus). It will be the reunion of our divided 
country and the securing of our survival in the land of 
our ancestors, where we want to live in peace with our 
Turkish Cypriot compatriots 


On the occasion of Easter I sent to everyone, especially 
to the people who have suffered because of the Turkish 
invasion and occupation, to the enclaved, the refugees, 
and the famulies of the missing people, warm wishes 
for health and happiness. | also send my cordial wishes 
to our soldiers and our ELDIK [Greek Forces of 
Cyprus] brothers. | hope that we will all celebrate next 


Easter in a united, peaceful, and happy Cyprus. Happy 
Resurrection 


Cyprus: Denktas Calls No-Common-Ground 
Statement ‘Lic’ 

TA/ 304165096 Nicosa Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1530 GMT 13 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has 
called on Greek Cyprnot Administration leader Klindhus 


CY?2US 2s 


to renounce the lie that there is no common ground for 
talks. Denktas replied to a quesuon by TAK [TURKISH 
CYPRIOT NEWS AGENCY] concerning his reacuon 
to Kliridhis’ message to U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
to the UN secretary general that he is ready for talks 
provided common ground is found first. 


Denktas stated that Kliridhis continues to shun talks 
by hiding behind the lice thal there is no common 
ground. Denktas noted that both Clinton and the UN 
secretary general are aware thal there is common 
ground. Kliridhis, who is hiding behind the false utle 
of the Cyprus Government, is shunning talks in order 
to play the game of possessing all of Cyprus by 
marching toward EU membership, Denktas declared. He 
questioned how the talks could conunue for so many 
years if common ground was not achieved by means 
of the 1977 and 1979 agreements. Denktas charged that 
the talks failed to yield any results because of the lack 
of sincerity on the part of the Greek Cypriot leadership 
and the latter's dream of possessing all of Cyprus. 


Denktas stressed that everyone knows thal if peace 
is not based on fairness, justice, and equality, the 
solution will be temporary and will eventually lead to 
disaster. Denktas added: Now that the EU has also given 
them the green light under this false ttle, the Greek 
Cypriots’ need to reach conciliation with us has been 
completely eliminated. Pointing out that Clinton and the 
UN secretary general are in a position to assess these 
facts, Denktas remarked: They know better than anyone 
else that unless peace is based on fairness, justice, 
and equality, the solution to be reached will only be 
temporary and will lead to disaster. Therefore, no one 
should pin their hopes on Klindhis’ remarks. 


Denktas also underlined that the truce reality should sull 
be sought in the staten.cuts issued and actions taken by 
Kliridhis, who remembers his oath for enosis, who is 
proud of the code name given to him by Grivas, and 
who declared that EU membership 1s based on political 
grounds. 
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Greece: Simitis Meets Butrus-Ghali in New York 


NC1204214696 Athens ET-! Television Network 
in Greek 1815 GMT 12 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Prime Minister Konstandi- 
nos Simitis had important meetings in New York, today 
as well. Simitis met with UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali and Cyrus Vance. Earlier, the prime minis- 
ter met with Richard Beattie, coordinator on the Cyprus 
issue — and with the Jewish Council. 


Government Dhimitnos Reppas, who re- 
turned from the United States today, expressed the gov- 
ernment’s satisfaction with the results of Simitis’ tip to 
the United States. 


Our correspondents Roulla Kambouryianni and Fanis 
Papathanasiou have the following report from New 
York: 


[Begin recording) [Kambouryianni] Negotiations on 
the name for Skopje [The Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia—FYROM] will continue in New York 
on 17 April. This was announced by Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Simitis immediately after his mecting 
with UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali. Cyrus 
Vance has invited the two sides’ negotiators, Zakharakis 
and Toshevski. Greece thinks it is necessary to find a 
satisfactory solution as regards the maiter of the name, 
bul not using hasty procedures. 


[Simitis] The talks that began some time ago continue. 
There will be a new meeting on 17 April. We will see 
how this develops. | want to reiterate, however, that 
there is no hurry on the matter. The negotiations must 
take place properly, so that there will be a proper result. 


[Kambouryianni] The prime minister briefed Butrus- 
Ghali on Greek-Turkish relations, pointing out that if 
the UN does not get involved now, in the pobe 
caused by Turkish aggressiveness, it might possibly be 
forced to get involved later on. 


[Simitis} If it dors not get involved in the implementa- 
tion of international jaw; if it is not interested in ensur- 
ing that there are no threats of violence and war, it might 
have a problem to occupy it later. We do not want this, 
and neither does the UN, so it is high time the UN takes 
timely measures in this regard. | want the UN secretary 
general to be aware of the problem, of the details of the 
problem — and to evaluate them. The secretary general 
has contacts with all governments. He is about to visit 
Turkey shortly, and when he visits Turkey, he must say 
that they must pay special attention to regional peace 
and stability. 


[Kambouryianni] The Cyprus issue was also at the 
center of the talks. 
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[Simutis} We must move forward with a Cyprus soluuon. 
This issue has been in a deadlock for many years. It is 
high time to find negotiations that will quickly put an 
end to this pending issue. 


([Kambouryianni] The prime mumnister referred to 
Greece's relations with Turkey later on as well, during 


his speech at the very important Council of Foreign 
Affairs. Before former secretaries, U.S. officials, cadres 
of the two largest U.S. political parties, and important 
correspondents, Sirus explained Greece's role in the 
newly formed system of international relations. He 
stressed that Greece intends to be an acuve participant 
on the international scene and thal it is im a position 
to contribute to the stabilization of peace and security 
in a wider area. Similis expressed his deep concern 
over the Turkish aggressiveness. He reiterated that 
Turkey believes that what belongs to Turkey belongs to 
Turkey, while what belongs to Greece is negouable. He 
stressed that only the International Court can solve the 
basic legal issues raised by Turkey. He expressed the 
conviction that the development of bilateral economic 
relations will contribute to the improvement of the 
atmosphere. As Simitis characteristically stressed: 
Well- being is peace’s best ally. 


{Papathanasiou] The UN secretary general described his 
mecting with the Greek prime minister as Constructive. 


He said they discussed the Cyprus and Skopje issues, as 
well as Greek-Turkish relations. He also had the chance 
to thank the prime minister for Greece's financial and 
political support for UN activities. 


{Butrus-Ghali, speaking English) The meeung with the 
prime minister was very constructive and positive. | 
express my gruutude to the government of Greece, 
for the support the UN have received on the financial 
basis and on the political basis too. We discussed many 
subjects. 


We discussed first of all the problem of Cyprus, and | 
just told the prime minister thal we intend to continue 
to do all the necessary efforts to find a peaceful solution 
to this problem. As you know we have a presence of 
the UN blue helmet on the ground. We have a special 
negotiator, and | am on the point to find how we can 
present a new muauxe to maintain the momentum in 
favor of a solution. 


We discussed also the problem of FYROM. and here 
again we will have a new round of negotiations on 17 
April, here in New York, under the auspices of former 
secretary of state Cyrus Vance. We hope that through 
these negotiations also, we will be able to find a peaceful 
soluuon. 
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The sad question we mentioned is the relations between 
Greece and Turkey, and we hope also that there, through 
direct contact between Athens and Ankara, a solution 
can be found — through a step by step approach or 
trough whatever will be better. It is important that the 
negouations or the contacts continue between the two 
governments. {end Butrus-Ghali recording) [passage 
omitted) [end recording} 


Greece: Simitis ‘Satisfied’ With U.S. Visit 


NC1504124196 Athens ET-1 Television Network 
in Greek 1200 GMT 15 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos 
Simitis returned to Athens at noon today absolutely 
satisfied with the consultations he had in the United 
States. In a statement upon his arrival at Ellinikon 
Airport, Mr. Simitis said that, as he ascertained, there 
is a reverse in the climate within the U.S. Government 
and the United Nations in favor of the Greek positions. 


[Begin Simitis recording} Greece promoted successfully 
its goals. The main characteristic of the situation thus 
far is that we are always in a state of defense and 
that others had the initiatives. We have reversed this 
course. We presented proposals for our relations with 
the United States, the Balkans, and the Greek-Turkish 
relations. We indicated that we have both the will 
and ability to find a solution to the problems. Turkish 
expansionism remains, and it remains strong; however, 
we have changed the climate positively for Greece. We 
thus created the prerequisites for peace and stability in 
the region. Promouon of our interests demands action; 
inaction leads to deadlocks. 


Finally, | would like to thank the Greek American 
community members who have helped a lot. Their 


significant contribution in the past will be equally 
significant in the future as well. [end recording} 


(Unidentified correspondent} The prime minister gave 
an affirmative answer to the request by the official 
opposition leader to bref the Chamber of Deputies. 


[Begin Simitis recording) We have briefed the Chamber 
of Deputies on important issues and, of course, we will 
also trief the Chamber of Deputies on the developments 


in foreign policy. We like to follow a policy of 
openness, a policy of informativeness. Evert refused to 


be briefed in the past. We will continue our efforts so 
that the Greek people are fully briefed about our task. 


[end recording) 
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Greece: Government ‘Satisfied’ With Simitis U.S. 
Trip 

NC1204162196 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1500 GMT 12 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Upon his arrival at the Ellinikon 
Airport, government spokesman Dhimitnos Reppas ex- 
pressed the Greek Government's satisfaction with the 
results of Prime Minister Konstandinos Simitis’ tnp to 
the United States. 


[Begin recording) [Reppas] You have already been 
informed of the meeting held between the Greek prime 
minister and the other ministers with President Clinton 
and U.S. officials. The tip has been very successful. 
The goals set by the Greek side have been satisfied. 
It is the first time President Clinton and the other 
U.S. Government officials have accepted — I would 
rather say reiterated, using the exact words — the 
Greek positions in a most clear and categorical way. 
You are fully aware that the three parts of a position, 
which Greece has long raised are: Respect to the 
International Law and to the international conventions 
and agreements, avoidance and condemnation of any use 
of violence or threat to use violence, as well as recourse 
to the International Court at The Hague for the solution 
of legal differences. This time the three parts have been 
officially and validly accepted by the U.S. Government. 


A lot is being said and until recently all governments 
urged Greece to enter into a direct dialogue with 
Turkey on all issues. This time, the governments’ 
position, including the U.S. Government is altered, and 
is nearer to the Greek view. The United States and 
other European countries ask Turkey to state, not only 
in words but in actions as well, thal it accepts the 
International Law and the international convenuons, that 
it condemns the use of violence and this is an important 
change of position that we must point out. 


{Unidentified correspondent] There were certain reser- 
vations in Athens, especially by the opposition, that this 
“step by step” solution of Greek-Turkish differences wil! 
lead to a dialogue on all issues with Turkey. 


[Reppas} I believe that we must initially make the 
first steps, which steps, as defined, satisfy the Greek 
position. We must remain there because the next! steps 
will follow, provided the first steps are made. The first 
steps correspond to our own positions, to our own 
targets. As a government, we have no illusions that 
we have resolved the problems, bul we are certain 
that something has changed for the benefit of the 
Greek positions concerning the national issues. This is 


something recognized by everyone. Of course in the 
future, certain actions confirming this view must take 
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place that will prove that this is true, and we believe 
thal these actions will take place. [end recording) 


Greece: Parties ‘Mixed’ on Clinton-Simitis Meeting 
NC1204163496 Athens ATHENS NEWS in Exglish 
1] Apr 96 p3 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] Greek opposition parties had 
— — — Simi- 
us’ meeting with U.S. President Bill Clinton, with the 
main opposiuon New Democracy [ND] party adopting 
a “wait-and-see” stance and smaller parties lamenting 
the blow dealt to Greece's national interests. Members 
of the ruling Panhellenic Socialist Party (PASOK) [Pan- 
hellenic Socialist Movement], meanwhile, appeared re- 
served but satisfied. 


"I find the results positive.” said Labour Minister 
Evangelos Yiannopoulos. “Everyone must understand 
that Greece is right.” Parliamentary speaker Apostolos 
Kaklamanis said judgement was best reserved until 
the premier’s return a position also adopted by the 
conservative opposition. 

“It's the hope and desire of all Greeks that the pre- 
muer’s trip be successful. I think we all agree on that,” 
an ND spokesman said. Former conservative premier 
Konstandinos Mitsotakis was less reserved, saying that 
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the Simitis-Clinton meeting had been “definitely bene- 
ficial” to Greece. 


"I think that at this phase in the course of our national 
issues, the understanding and assistance of the United 
States is very important,” he said. 

The conservative splinter Political Spring and the Com- 
munist Party KKE [Greek Communist Party} disagreed 
as they roundly criticised the government and Simitis. 


In a statement, Political Spring leader Andonios Sama- 
ras said it had become obvious that Greece was be- 
ing “dragged” into across-the-board talks with Turkey, 
“putting even Ankara’s most paranoid demands on the 
table. 


He also demanded that when Simitis returns he brief 
parliament on the sub-stance of his talks with Clinton 
and other US officials. [sentence as published) 


The KKE criticized the Greek premier for “officially ap- 
pointing” the United States as the mediator in Greece's 
relations with Turkey. 


“The government, once again, mortgaged the country’s 
present and future in the name of U.S.-Greek coopera- 
tion,” the KKE said in a statement. 
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Turkey: RP Asks Court To Suspend Poised 
Hammer Vote 


TA1304102096 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 12 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Welfare Party [RP] 
has applicd to the Constitutional Court to suspend 
and cancel the parliamentary decisions on the vote of 
confidence and on the vote held for the extension of the 
State of emergency and the Poised Hammer mandate. 


RP whip Sevket Kazan gave the relevant petition to 
Constitutional Court Secretary General Bulent Serim. In 
a statement, Kazan charged thai the three votes at the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly [TGNA] were not in 
line with the voting principles cited in Article 96 of 
the Constitution. He pointed out that the RP conveyed 
the matter to the president, the TGNA speaker, and 
the prime minister in a petition two days ago. Kazan 
explained that the RP was applying to the Constitutional 
Court following a declaration by the TGNA speaker that 
all procedures during the vote were correct. [passage 
omitted] 

The RP whip charged that the aim of his party to rectify 
the mistakes and that the TGNA speaker is not fulfilling 
his duties. Kazan urged TGNA Speaker Kalemli to abide 
by the Constitution. 


Turkey: State Minister on Russian Market 
Opportunities 


TA1304182696 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 13 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) State Minister Ali Talip 
Ozdemir has declared that Russia presents vast oppor- 


TURKEY 


29 


tunities for Turkey. Ozdemir concluded a three-day 
visit to Russia and returned to Turkey today. 


In an afrival statement at Istanbul's Ataturk Airport, 
Ozdemir said that Russia, with a population of 150 mil- 
lion, constitutes a serious and considerable market for 
work worth more than $6 billion in Russia, Ozdemir 
noted that a 70 percent increase has also been regis- 
tered in commercial activities. 

[Begin Ozdemir recording) | would like to point out 
that no one should be under the impression that there 
is a decrease in our commercial activities in Russia. 
It is not true that we missed thal opportunity and that 
our potential there has been undermined. Russia has 
extensive opportunities and great potenual for us. It can 
be a big commercial friend and partner, which has a 
population of 150 million. [end recording) 

Ozdemir announced that during his visit to Russia, a 
protocol was signed with IZVESTIA on the publication 
of an eight-page supplement to be published weekly or 
monthly. Noting that the eight-page supplement will be 
published in Moscow as well as in the Turkic republics, 
Ozdemir said: By means of this cight-page Turkish 
newspaper, which will be published in Russian, we will 
be able to publicize our commercial activities, our plans, 
our statements, and our columns. 
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